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Fundamental Duties, Fundamental Rights, 
Other Rights and Rule of Law 


By the 42nd Amendment Bill, which came into 
force on 18th December, 1976, the fundamental 
duties were added for the first time in the 
Constitution. The duties are as follows. 


1. To abide by the Constitution and respect 
its ideas and institutions the National Flag 
and the National Anthem. 


To cherish and follow the noble ideas which 
inspired our national struggle and freedom. 


To uphold and protect the sovereignty and 
integrity of India. 


To defend the country and render national 
service when upon to do so. 


To promote harmony and the spirit of 
common brotherhood among all the people 
of India transcending religious, linguistic and 
regional and sectional diversities, to remove 
the practices derogatory to the dignity of 
women. 


To value and preserve the rich heritage of 
our composite culture. 


To protect and improve the national 
environment including forests, lakes, rivers 
and wild life and to have compassion for 
living creations. 


To develop scientific temper, humanism 
and spirit of enquiry and reform. 


Tarakanta Mohanty 


To safeguard public properties and to 
abjure violence. 


To strive towards excellence in all spheres 
of individuals and collective activity so that, 
the nation constantly rises to higher level of 
endeavour and achievement. 


In this context the provision made in item 
no.5 is very important and which should be 
meticulously followed by citizens of India, 
Sovereignty and integrity of India should be strictly 
maintained by promoting harmony and the spirit 
ofcommon brotherhood among all the people of 
India transcending religious, linguistic, regional and 
sectional diversities. 


Another provision made in the item no.9 is 
to safeguard public properties and to abjure 
violence. 


In this context we have to refer to the 
preamble as amended by 42nd Amendment 
which came into force on 1 8th December, 1976. 
The amendment as follows " We the PEOPLE 
OF INDIA, having solemnly resolved to 
constitute India, into a SOVEREIGN, 
DEMOCRATIC SECULAR SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC and to secure all its citizens justice, 
social, economic and political and EQUALITY 
of States and among them all fraternity assuring 
the dignity of the individual and unity and integrity 
of the Nation. 
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Mother and Motherland are superior than 
Heaven. Lord Ramachandra had said to his 
younger brother Laxman when after the killing of 
demon Ravan, Laxmana tried to persuade him 
not to return to Ayodhya and become king of 
Golden Lanka, "Oh Laxman! This Golden Lanka, 
with all its splendour does not attract me, to me 
my mother and motherland are superior than 
Heaven. 


This is the land of Lord Ramachandra, 
Buddha, Mahavir, Ashoka, Nanak, Kabir, 
Gandhi and Lal Bahadur Shastri, the dove of 
peace. The cause of the riot and separatist 
tendency occur due to violence. Therefore in the 
fundamental duties, it has been emphatically 
stressed to abjure violence. Peace is dearth in 
Indian soil, as the great British philosopher 
Bertrand Russell has aptly said, " Peace is an 
aircraft hovering over this modern world for a 
safer landing but yet alas it has not found one" 
India is a secular State. Secularism has to be strictly 
maintained. In the name of religion much violence 
and bloodshed have occurred. First a citizen with 
his secular outlook should understand the meaning 
of religion. Intolerance is the root cause, where in 
the name of religion much bloodshed and violence 
occur. A citizen should have a through idea about 
the harmony of all religions. He should have 
patience. Religion according to Rama Krushna 
Paramahansa the propagator of the secular cult 
is " Religion is amedium of communication with 
God." Just like a bee one sensible person can 
smell the fragrance from various flowers. The need 
of the hour is that a citizen should have patience, 
non-enimity to other religion and practice of non- 
violence. Love begets love. Hatred begets hatred. 


FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS 


The fundamental rights granted to the 
people of India by the Constitution of India are 
as follows:- 


Right to Equality 

Right to Freedom 

Freedom of Religion 

Cultural and Education Rights 
Rights against Exploitation 

Right to Property 

Right to Constitution and Remedies 


We insist on our Fundamental Rights but fail to 
obey the Fundamental Duties. 


OTHER RIGHTS 
(A) Right to Information Act, 2005 


The much awaited Right to Information Bill was 
passed in Lok Sabha on 11th May and Rajya 
Sabha on 12th May 2005 respectively. It got the 
assent of the Honourable President of India on 
15th June 2005. It was notified in the Gazette of 
India for the information of the public on 21st June 
2005. The main objective of this Act was that 
every citizen will get information from the Public 
Authority without delay. 


Information means any material on any 
form, including records, documents, memos, e- 
mail, opinions, advice press releases, circulars, 
orders, log books, contracts, reports, paper 
sample, models, data materials held in any 
electronic form and information relating to any 
private body which can be accessed by a public 
authority under any other law for the time being 
in force. 


Public Authority : - Public Authority means any 
authority or body or institution of self government 
established or constituted, 


(a) byorder the constitution; 
(b) _byany other law made in Parliament; 


(c) by any other law made by State 
Legislature; 
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by notification issued or order made by the 
appropriate Government and included; 


any body owned, controlled or substantially 
financed; 


non-government organization substantially 
financed, directly or indirectly by funds 
provided, bythe appropriate Government; 
records includes :- 


any document, manuscript and file; 


any micro form, microfiche and fascimile 
copy of document, 

(c) any reproduction of image, or images 
embodied in such microfilm (whether 
enlarged or not) and; 


(d) anyother material produced by a computer 
or any other devices. 


RIGHT TO INFORMATION 


"Right to Information’ means the right to 
information accessible under the Act which is held 
by or under the control of public authority and 
includes the right to - 


(i) Inspection of work, documents, records; 


(i) Taking notes, extracts of certified copies 
of documents, records; 


(ii) | Taking ratified sample and material; 


(iv) Obtaining information in the forms of 
diskettes, floppies, tapes, video cassettes 
or inany other electronic mode or through 
printouts when such information stored in 
a computer or in any other division. 


Other Right to be Implemented Soon 
RIGHT TO EDUCATION BILL 


After a four year wait and hours of 
dithering and resistance from the Finance and Law 
Minister 'The Right to Education Bill' came up 


for discussion in the Cabinet on 8th August 2008. 
However the government referred the Bill to a 
group of Ministers. 


The Bill promises free and compulsory 
education to children in the age group of 6 to 14 
(6-14) by making it their fundamental rights. 


The proposed enabling legislation, first 
mooted by the Kothari Commission in 1964 and 
passionately argued for by former Education 
Minister M.C. Chagla later before the cabinet, 
after six years the 86th Constitutional amendment 
made free and compulsory education a 
fundamental right.' Earlier it was a part of the 
Directive Principle of State Policy. 


RULE OF LAW 


Peace is in the habit of staying where Rule 
of Law pervade. Rule of Law, as eminent Justice 
Sabi Sorabji once explained is district from Rule 
by law. The former is based on the principle of 
freedom and justice. It protects fundamental 
human rights and liberties of the individuals. It, 
stipulates that none is above the law and that 
everyone is equal before the law. In the words of 
the justice Vivian Bose. It is only the same war to 
live in peace and amity with our religious in the 
complex world. 


The Constitution of India contain every 
principle of the Rule of Law - guaranted 
fundamental rights, an independent judiciary and 
clearly marked out role for the legislature and the 
executive. 


Ironically, however the history of 
Independent India is repete with instances when 
the sanctity of the Rule of Law was allowed to be 
violated. Legendary Nani Palkhivala had 
lamented "Ours is the noble constitution, worked 
in an ‘ignoble spirit’ which was manifested when 
emergency was imposed on the country, when 
shikhs were massa cared in 1984, when Babri 


Orissa Review * January - 2009 


mosque was demolished in full glare of the entire 
world, when we capitulated before terrorists, 
when unprecedented violence took place against 
Muslims in 2002, when certain individual were 


six decades have elapsed since we gave ourselves 
a Constitution, we have not yet understood the 
meaning of Constitutional morality. Let us start 
the learning process let us demand Rule of Law. 


placed above the law and most recently when 
violence were perpetrated against the minorities 
and placed of worship were burnt and vandalized. 


In ancient times the equivalent of to-days 
rule of law was called Dharma. It had nothing to 
do with religion. It meant sincerity and faithful 
performance of one's duty. 


Dr. Ambedkar made an accurate 
assessment when he observed. "Constitutional 
morality is not a natural sentiment, it is to be 
cultivated." We must realize that our people have 
to learn it. It is a tragedy that even though nearly 


Tarakanta Mohanty lives at D-35, Star City (Patia), 
Bhubaneswar-75 1024. 


Memorandum of Action Taken on the Report of Hon'ble Shri Justice P.K. Mohanty 
Commission of Inquiry into the Alleged Activities and operation of Drug Mafia in and 
around Balasore District. 


As per the recommendations of the Commission, a Committee, under the Chairmanship of Chief 
Secretary was appointed by the Government to chalk out a comprehensive campaign to control drug trafficking 
in the state. The Committee consists of the D.G. & I.G. of Police, Home Secretary, Law Secretary, Excise 
Secretary, Health Secretary and a representative of the Narcotics Control Bureau, New Delhi. 


A meeting was held at the level of Chief Secretary for implementation of recommendations of the 
Commission. The gist of the decisions and action taken thereon is given below. 


(i) The Director General, Narcotic Control Bureau, New Delhi has been requested to take up 
training of Police / Excise Officers to counter the drug menace. 


(ii) Health & Family Welfare Department has been requested to set up drug deaddiction centres 
in the State. One such deaddiction centre is already available at S.C.B. Medical College, 
Cuttack. 

(ii) | The Excise Department has been requested to counter the drug trafficking and also make 
arrangements for participation of the Excise Officers in the training programmes which are 
organised by Police Department. 

(iv) D.G. & IG. of Police, Orissa, Cuttack has initiated the following measures to control drug 
trafficking in the State. 

Steps have been taken for setting up five Marine Police Stations on the coastline to interalia, guard 

against drug trafficking through the sea route. These are located at Balaramgadi (Balasore district), 

Dhamara (Bhadrak district), Jambu (Kendrapara District), Arjipali (Ganjam district) and Paradeep 

(Jagatsinghpur district). 

All the Superintendents of Police of the State have been sensitised to take precautionary measures to 

check drug peddling. 

Steps have been taken to create awareness about the ill effects of drug consumption among drug 

users. 

Police are taking action under the Narcotic Drugs & Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985 / Excise Act 

to prevent drug trafficking within their jurisdiction. 


Steps have also been taken to ensure co-operation between Police and other enforcement agencies. 


Government is committed to take regular follow up action on the recommendations of the Commission 
to see that the scourge of drug trafficking is minimised in the State. 


(Laid in Orissa Legislative Assembly on dated 19.12.08) 
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Mahatma Gandhi and 
World Peace 


The context is the 'Global Peace' in the modern 
world and the text is "Gandhian philosophy for its 
attaimment. The broad hypothesis is :" World 
peace can only be realized through non-violence. 
There is no alternative to non-violence". 


The objectives of this paper are as 
following: 


(i) to state the problems/ crises of the modern 
world ; 


(ii) to analyse the multi-dimension of Gandhi's 
concepts of Non-violence and Truth; 


to examine Gandhi's views on state and his 
vision of democracy ; 


(iv) to present Gandhi's interpretation and 
contribution to the formulation of India's 
foreign policy and world-views ; and 


(v) _ to establish an organic relationship between 
Gandhian principle and world peace. 


The modern world is facing a multi- 
dimensional crisis; a crisis that poses challenge to 
each and every aspect of our life. Among the 
outstanding aspects of this crisis are; over- 
militarization, nuclear proliferation and globalreach 
of arms, overdevelopment and underdevelopment 
resulting in mal-development, a vast number of 
people suffering from poverty, hunger and 
marginalization. Added to these are environmental 


Prof. Brahmananda Satapathy 


degradation in the forms of abuse and overuse of 
nature and pollution and growing paucity of 
resources, denial of human rights, gender bias and 
injustice, crisis in the field of energy, mounting 
insecurity and violence, terrorism, war and 
conflicts, drug trafficking, AIDs. Besides, there 
are corruption, communalism, unemployment, 
regionalism, problems of language, ethical and 
moral degradation in private and public life. All 
these together pose a grave challenge to the 
world. Peace is far away so long as these 
problems exist. 


Il 


Among the various political ideologies, 
democratic governance appears to be best 
because it is this very system which provides 
maximum opportunities of public progress and 
development. People can themselves decide the 
mode of their welfare. But, is the democratic 
system of governance free from above problems ? 
Therefore Gandhian Philosophy is very much 
contextual today on this accord. 


Mahatma Gandhi treated his individual life 
in accordance with his ideas. He said "my life is 
my message". Therefore Gandhism is a mixture 
of Gandhi's concepts and practices. The basic 
groundship happens to be "Non-violence". He 
practiced and prescribed non-violence as a 
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remedy against all social evils. It is the most ancient 
eternal values and culture of India. He said on 
this account, " I have nothing new to teach you... 
Truth and non-violence are as old as hill." Non- 
violence and Truth are two sides ofa same coin. 


A. Non-violence 


Total non-violence consists in not hurting 
some other one's intellect, speech or action per 
own thought, utterance or deeds and not to 
deprive some one of his life." In essence, 
abstinence in toto from violence is non violence. 
In this context Gandhi clarified in an edition of 
young India. 


to hurt someone, to think of some evil 
unto some one or to snatch one's life under anger 
or selfishness, is violence. In contrast, purest non- 
violence is an epitome in having a tendency and 
presuming towards spiritual or physical benefit 
unto everyone without selfishness and with pure 


thought after cool and clear deliberations... The 
ultimate yardstick of violence or non-violence is 
the spirit behind the action." 


B. Non-Violence is perpetual. 


From beginning unto now man has been 
ultimately treading path of non-violence. It came 
into existence along with man. It is co-terminus 
with life. In case, it has not with man from the 
very beginning, there might have been self-dom 
by man. Besides there has been gradual 
enhancement in development and proximity in 
spite of presence of various obstacles and hurdles. 


(C) Non-violence and Truth both are 
complementary to each other. It is more 
appropriate to say " Truth is God," rather than 
saying "God is Truth". He equated God with 
Absolute Truth as ultimate reality , Soul is the 
spark of this God of Truth. It is the moral, The 
spiritual force, the divine spirit which regulates our 


body and mind. It is the voice of God, the voice 
of Truth within us. 


Both are two sides of the same coin. Both 
have same value. Difference consists in approach 
only. The derivation is that Truth stays with 
permanence and that Truth is permanent. Non- 
violence on account of being permanently present 
stays to be true. Non-violence is both a means 
and an end in itself. 


(D) Non-Violence is the strongest weapon. 


It is not a weapon of the weak. It has no 
place for cowardice. It is an active force. Non- 
violence 1s impossible without bravery / courage/ 
fearlessness. Doing at any cost something that one 
ought to do. The courage of dying without killing. 
Having decided upon the rightness ofa situation, 
Gandhi would not like one to be passive spectator 
to evil. This is the essence of Non-Alignments 
which is different from neutrality. "When freedom 
is menaced or justice is threatened or where 
aggression takes place we can not and shall not 
be neutral." 


(E) Non-Violence has individual and social 
aspects too. It fosters co-operation and 
cooperative progress. Progress is difficult to 
achieve without co-operation. Co-operation is 
possible only when there is no violence. To him, 
regulation of mutual relations in society is through 
non-violence to considerable extent. He wished 
it to be developed on large scale. He called upon 
the people to continue to develop it in practice 
throughout life as the basis of life. 


(F) Non-Violence is not utilitarianism. 


It is all - timely and all welfaristic. A non- 
violent is always ready to face punishment for the 
maximum benefit ofall whereas a utilitarian is not. 


(G) Complete unity and integrity of body, mind 
and soulare in the individual human being. The 
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body should be controlled by mind and the mind 
by the soul - a harmony among three. But this 
control is not to be achieved by despising or 
neglecting either the body or mind or soul. 


(H) Means are at least as important as, and 
often more important than, ends. It is, of course, 
desirable that ends should be good and 
reasonable. They give direction to life while the 
means adopted constitute life itself. The means 
confirm to the test of truth and no-violence, even 
mistakes, errors, and failures aid the growth of 
the individual. We can not get a rose by planting 
anoxious weed. There is an inviolable connection 
between the means and end as there is between 
the seed and tree. The relationship between the 
two is organic. There must be purity of means. 
Those who grow out of violence, they will end in 
violence. This is what makes Gandhi distinctly 
different form Kautilya, Machiavelli, Bentham, 
Karl Marx, Lenin, Trotsky and others. 


Il 


Examination of Gandhi's view on State may, 
perhaps, lead to a better understanding ofhis vision 
of democracy. Sometimes a confusion is made 
between the acts of the individuals and those of 
the State, and it is expected tht Gandhi's State is 
to be non-violent. But how is the State act non- 
violently, when it represents violence in a 
concentrated and organized form ? Indeed a non- 
violent state is a contradiction in terms. It could 
only be called a non-violent stateless society. This 
is the ideal for Gandhi. Non-existence of State as 
cherished by Gandhi is impossible instantly or in 
near future. At the level of imperfect nature of 
man, among the existing states, democratic 
governance appears to be best. 


But the paradox is that being theoretically 
the best system of government, there is tidal waves 
of violence and other related problems sweeping 


across the world and seems to be having no 
respite. 


Gandhiis certainly a staunch supporter of 
democracy. He believed that state is best which 
governs least and this is his second best ideal. He 
held the view that there are certain things which 
cannot be done without political powers, even 
though there are numerous other things which do 
not at all depend upon political power. While in 
ideal society, there is no room for the military and 
police, yet in the actual state there is provision for 
it according to the moral level of its citizens. 
Democracy should be intermingled with non- 
violence in even manner and governmental 
interference is minimum. The present democratic 
systems can overcome the problems most 
importantly "violence and terrorism" only when 
non-violence is accorded supreme status in 
practice as well as in principle and at social as 
well as individual plane. Only such a democracy 
can be successful in its real goal. The existing 
democratic deficit can be overcome by 
incorporating "Gandhismin democracy". Violence 
is not sacred, pure or welfaristic from any point 
of view. Whatever is gained on the basis of it is 
impure and temporary. Democracy and violence 
can never be mutual. The basis of democracy is 
non-violence in toto. In it, people will grow 
accustomed spontaneously to observe their social 
obligations without the operation of the State The 
more the individuals have imbibed the spirit of 
non-violence, the less the necessity of state. This 
is the implication of Gandhi's concept of Swaraj. 
" The attempt to win Swaraj is Swaraj itself. It is 
a developing ideal and is "better than the best". 
Gandhi calls it "indefinable". Whatever political 
institutions Gandhi accepted, he did so as a 
transitional device, to be transcended by better 
ones. No institutional device is final. They must 
involve with the evolution of the individuals. The 
state should work in the direction of development 
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of non-violence at individual, community, social 
and national levels. Gandhi believes that politics 
can remain pure and free of corruption only ifand 
so far it is based on ethical principles- ethics which 
are common to all religions. He stands for the 
spiritualization and secularization of politics. 
Gandhi said : "If they are to be truly made 
democratic, they must be valiantly non-violent. 
Incase ofits absence, democracy shall be there 
for namesake only and it would be better for it 
... Clearly be supporter of dictatorship". This 
democracy must be such that it should not 
watrant power of punishment. In it people will 
certainly be conscious of their duties. Peace 
requires peaceful method. There is no alternative 
to non-violence. 


IV 


Gandhi's experiences in South Africa 
became his laboratory where he conducted 
experiments and formulated his worldview. The 
discovery was Satyagraha. The policy of apartheid 
by the white Minority Government made the lives 
of the millions of the coloured people deplorably 
miserable. Colonialism was legitimized. He 
valiantly fought against racialism, apartheid and 
colonialism. The historic challenge before him was 
whether the weak could fight the strong. Through 
his constant experimentation he realized that non- 
violence was the strongest weapon of the 
colonized masses and taught them to use it. He 
was able to induce courage and strength in the 
weakest of the weak and remorse in the hearts of 
the cruelest of the cruel and his belief that good 
exists in all humans, one only has to awaken that 
good within. 


On his return from South Africa, Gandhi 
took the leadership of Indian National Congress 
and adopted a positive and dynamic stand on 
international affairs. He said : "My idea of 
nationalism is that my country may become free, 


that ifneed be the whole of the country may die 
so that human race may live. There is no room 
for race hatred here. Let that be our nationalism". 


He also said : 


"I do want to think in terms of the whole 
world. My patriotism includes the good of 
mankind in general. Therefore my service of India 
includes the services of humanity... isolated 
independence is not the goal ofthe world states. 
It is voluntary interdependence. The better mind 
of the world desires today not absolutely 
independent states warring one against another, 
but a federation of friendly, interdependent states. 
The consummation of that event may be far off. I 
want to make no grand claims for our country. 
But I see nothing grand or impossible about 
expressing our readiness for universal 
interdependence rather than independence. I 
desire the ability to be totally independent without 
asserting the independence". 


From the beginning of the Non-cooperation 
Movement, Mahatma Gandhi emphasized the 
view that free India would have friendly relations 
with other countries. In the issue of Young India, 
1 June, 1921. 


Gandhi wrote : 


"An India awakened and free has a 
message of peace and goodwill to a groaning 
world. Non-cooperation is designed to supply her 
with a platform from which she will preach the 
message." 


In November 1921 All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) passed a resolution, drafted 
by Gandhi, conveying to the neighbouring 
countries that the foreign policy of the then 
Government of India did not represent the Indian 
opinion and was formulated by the British 
Government for holding India in subjection rather 
than protect her border. Freedom movements in 


Orissa Review * January - 2009 


Asian countries drew inspiration, sympathy and 
support of the Congress. 


Under his leadership the Congress did not 
want to limit its outlook to fighting against British 
imperialism in India and thought of combating 
imperialism elsewhere in the world. In 1927 at its 
Madras Session the Congress declared that India 
could not be a party to any imperialist war and in 
no case should India be made to joina war without 
the consent of its people. In September1933 
Mahamta Gandhi wrote to Pandit Nehru : "We 
must recognize that our nationalism must not be 
inconsistent with progressive internationalism... 
I can, therefore go to the whole length with you 
and say that we should range ourselves with the 
progressive forces of the world." Gandhi criticized 
the aggressive policies of Hitler and Mussolini. 
For India it is one of complete opposition to 
Fascists ; it is one of opposition to imperialism. 
All India Congress Committee reaffirmed its 


determination to oppose any attempt to involve 
India in the war without the consent of the Indian 
people. 


After the outbreak of the Second World 
War, Gandhi supported the cause of Poland. 
Even despite British deception, Gandhi did not 
want to embarrass Britain when she was engaged 
ina life-and-death struggle with Nazi Germany. 


It may be noted that after outbreak of the 
Second World War, Gandhi's insistence on the 
application of non-violence in the international 
arena led to his ideological break with the 
Congress organization. Realizing the futility of war 
in June 1940, Gandhi went to the extent of urging 
Congress to declare that free India would not use 
any armed force for its defence. 


In September 1940 the A.I.C.C. passed 
the resolution. The A..C.C. stated its commitment 
to the policy and practice ofnon-violence, world 
disarmament and world peace. During the war, 


the nationalist movement in Afro-Asian Countries 
gained momentum. The end of the World War II 
was followed by the Cold War between the two 
Superpowers. In sucha state of affairs, Mahatma 
Gandhi and Pandit Nehru propounded their 
doctrine of international amity and cooperation 
and resurgence of afro-Asian countries for the 
sake of liberation from colonial rule. India made 
it categorically clear to keep aloof from all 
alignments. 


Asian Relations Conference was held from 
23 March to 2 April 1947 in New Delhi. In this 
gathering both Gandhi and Nehru , stressed the 
role of Asia and India in the promotion of world 
peace. Gandhi declared "I would not like to see 
that dream realized in my life time". Gandhiji 
advocated "voluntary inter-dependence" of 
nations as against their isolated independence", 
and "universal interdependence rather than 
independence". The AICC in its resolution 1942 
under Gandhi subscribed to an idealistic approach 
to India's foreign policy. It expressed "the future" 
peace, security and ordered progress of the world 
demand a World Federation of free nations and 
on no other basis can the problems of the modern 
world be solved". Such a World Federation was 
advocated for the sake of the freedom of the 
member nations, prevention of aggression and 
exploitation of one nation by another, protection 
of national minorities, advancement. 


Gandhi advised the Asian delegates to 
convey to the whole world, particularly the west 
the message of Love and Truth. He said : 


"The west today is pining for wisdom. It is 
despairing of the multiplication of atom bombs, 
because the multiplication of atom bombs means 
utter destruction not merely of the west but of the 
whole world, as if the prophecy of the Bible is 
going to be fulfilled and there is to be, heaven 
forbid, a deluge. It is up to you to deliver the whole 
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world, not merely Asia, from that sin. That is the 
precious heritage your teachers and my teachers 
have left us". 


Gandhi was in favour of building up ofa 
"World Commonwealth". Gandhi in his speech 
on 15 September 1931 at the Round Table 
Conference (Second Session) said : 


"Time was when I prided myself on being, 
and being called, a British subject. I have ceased 
for many years to call myself a British subject, I 
would far rather be called a revel than a subject. 
But Ihave aspired- I still aspire to be citizen, not 
in the Empire, but in a Commonwealth ; in a 
partnership if God wills it an indissoluble 
partnership but not a partnership super-imposed 
upon one nation by another". 


Pandit Nehru formulated India's foreign 
policy adopting Gandhian prescription. It found 
its expression in the formulation of Panchasheel. 


Panchasheel are five principles of peaceful co- 
existence signed between India and China in April 
1954. These are : 


Mutual respect for each other's territorial 
Integrity and sovereignty 


Mutual non-aggression 


Mutual non-interference in each other's 
internal affairs 


Equality and mutual benefit and 
Peaceful coexistence. 


The policy of Non-Alignment reflected the 
essence of Gandhian prescription and reiteration 
of 'Panchasheel'. It has grown in to a gigantic 
movement having 118 countries as members and 
completing its 14th Summit. In fact, the Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM) is rightly described" 
History's biggest peace movement", it stood for 
‘Atom for peace’. The only possible answer to 
the atom bomb is non-violence. 


As Pandit Nehru used to say" I would call 
ours the authentic Gandhian era and the policies 
and philosophy which seek to implement are the 
policy and philosophy taught to us by Gandhiji. 
There have been no break in the continuity of our 
thoughts before and after 1947". 


Vv 


Mahatma Gandhi is a practical idealist. He 
is not a pacifist. The impact of Gandhian message 
on Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was so profound 
and electrifying that he practiced the message and 
techniques for the liberation of the black people 
in America. He also deserves to be considered 
as the first public figure who sensed and 
articulated the common concern in respect of 
environment. He taught "Earth is our mother and 
we are her children". A mother can satisfy the 
needs of her children but not greed, hence 
limitation of human wants. He strongly pleaded 
for liberation and upliftment of women. If women 
are empowered and reign the world, it would be 
a peaceful world. Gandhi is a postmodernist in 
the sense that he has harmoniously balanced the 
multiple identities. There is no private Gandhi and 
public Gandhi. He has prescribed basic education 
for cultivating and nurturing moral life. 


The ultimate ideal of 'Non-violence and 
Truth’ is unrealized and unrealizable ; its value 
consists in pointing out the direction, not in their 
realization. Striving after the ideal is the very 
essence of practicing Gandhi's philosophy. This 
consciousness should make one strive to 
overcome the imperfection. Mahatma Gandhi did 
not have a shadow of doubt that the world of 
tomorrow will be, must be, a society based on 
non-violence. 
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Subhas Chandra Bose and Orissa 


Dr. Kailash Chandra Dash 


I 


The life and works of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
constitute a fascinating chapter in the history of 
India's struggle for independence. There are 
studies on many important aspects on this Indian 
Pilgrim. But there is still aneagerness from the 
side of the historians to delve deep into his life. 
Studies on Subhas mainly concentrate on his 
dynamic activities in the Gandhian phase of the 
nationalist movement in India. There is still a dark 
room for research on his connection with Orissa. 
Orissa was the homeland of this fearless patriot 
and so specific attention should he directed to a 
study of his connection with Orissan problems. 
In this paper I present a study on his link with 
Orissa and his participation in the articulation of 
Oriya problems in the nationalist phase. 


I 


Suhhas Chandra Bose was a son of 
Janakinath Bose who had migrated to Orissa in 
the 1880s and had settled down at Cuttack as a 
lawyer. He was born on Saturday, the 23rd 
January 1897. The house of Janakinath at Cuttack 
was a large L.shaped two storey dwelling in the 
centre of the town. It had several small quarters 
for the servants attached to the main building. 
About his home town Cuttack he described in 
his autobiography : 


"Though at that time a comparatively small 
town with a population of 20000, Cuttack had 


an importance of its own owing to a variety of 
factors. It had an unbroken tradition since the days 

of the early Hindu kings of Kalinga. It was de 

facto capital of Orissa which could boast of such 
a famous place of pilgrimage as Puri and glorious 

art relics as those of Konarka, Bhubaneswar and 

Khandagiri Udayagiri. It was the headquarters not 

only for the British administration in Orissa, but 

also for the numerous ruling chiefs in that province. 

Although Cuttack afforded a healthy environment 

for the growing child, it had some of the virtues of 
both city and country life." (Bose 1997 : 3-4) 


Subhas had great love for the river 
Mahanadi on whose bridge in the winter season 
he could prepare his anti-English speech. 
(Chaudhuri 1996 : 102 ) 


He started his student career from a 
Missionary School which was meant primarily for 
European and Anglo-Indian boys and girls. In 
January 1909 Subhas joined the Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, Cuttack. About his school life 
he reported : 


"Among the teachers and students there 
were both Bengalees and Oriyas and the relation 
between them was quite cordial. One did not hear 
in those days - at least we students did not hear 
ofany ill-feeling or misunderstanding between the 
people of the two sister provinces. So far as the 
members of our family are concerned we could 
never think or feel in terms of narrow parochialism 
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or provincialism. For that we have to thank our 
parents. My father had extensive contact with the 
people of Orissa and intimate personal relation 
with many distinguished Oriya families. His outlook 
was consequently broad and his sympathies wide 
and they unconsciously influenced the rest of his 
life. I cannot remember even to have heard from 
his lips one single disparaging remark about the 
people of Orissa." (Ibid; 31-32) 


Of the teachers there was one who left a 
permanent impression on his youthful mind in 
Orissa. He was the headmaster Beni Madhab 
Das. He felt an irresistible moral appeal in his 
personality. Up till then he had never experienced 
what it was to respect a man. For Suhhas to see 
Beni Madhab was to adore him. The great 
memory persisted and in his advanced years he 
felt that Beni Madhab was not an ordinary man. 
He remarked : "I secretly said to myself that if] 
wanted an ideal for my life it should be to emulate 
him." (Ibid; 32 ) 


Subhas had sympathy for the education of 
the Ortya boys in Cuttack as a candidate of 
Matriculation Examination in 1913. He visited the 
Upper Primary School at Khannagar (Cuttack) 
with Jyotischandra Saha and Nilamani Sengupta 
and distributed sweets to the students after giving 
them good advice. They also brought a table for 
the school with them. The Head Pandit of the 
School, Giridhari Naik appreciated this attitude 
of Subhas and his friends. (Utkala Dipika, 
29:3,4913) 


The first political impetus Subhas received 
was in 1912 froma student of his age. He came 
to Cuttack and Puri ona tour and was introduced 
to him by the Headmaster Beni Madhab Das. 
Before he came he was connected with a group 
in Calcutta which had as its ideal-spiritual uplift 
and national service along constructive lines. His 
visit to Cuttack came offat a time when the mind 
of Subhas was beginning to turn towards social 


and national problems. It was a psychologically 
opportune moment when at Cuttack Subhas 
became passionately interested about his duty to 
the country. (Bose 1997 : 31 -32) 


Il 


Subhas Bose became attracted to Orissa 
problems in the twenties of the 20th century. This 
phase in Orissa was marked by a great awakening 
for the assertion of Oriya identity. A significant 
part of that articulation was a widespread 
organization in Calcutta which was called Prabasi 
Odiya Sabha. The enthusiastic Oriyas wanted to 
unite all the Oriya workers and labourers in 
Calcutta for presenting the Oriya identity. Subhas 
had a very important role in the organization of 
the Oriya labourers in Calcutta (Prabasi Odiya 
Sramajibi Sangathan). (Utkala Dipika, August and 
September 1924). On 15th August 1924 there 
was a meeting of the working committee of Oriya 
labourers’ Association (Calcutta) in the Calcutta 
house of Subhas. Gopabandhu Dash was the 
president ofthe meeting. Subhas was very careful 
about the problems of Oriya labourers of 
Calcutta. (Ibid : 20.9.1924) In September 1924 
there was another meeting at Harish Park which 
was presided over by Gopabandhu Dash and 
Subhas attended the meeting. Subhas spoke in 
Oriya amidst loud cheers and clappings. He 
expressed his appreciation of the activities of 
Pandit Gopabandhu Dash who as he said should 
be called the uncrowned king of Orissa (Gordon 
1997 : 114) The Ortya labour Union in his opinion 
was a necessity as it would prove beneficial to 
the labourers and to their masters. He assured 
the audience of his full sympathy and support to 
the institutions which he said was a movement of 
mainly social character. If the movement 
proceeded steadily, he would try to secure help 
for it from the Calcutta Corporation to establish 
night schools and to provide medical aid. 


His love and regard for Ortyas in his phase 
can be known from his letter to the All Orissa 
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Students' Conference of 1924. (Asha. 18.8.1924) 
In that letter he expressed his gratitude to the 
organisers for the invitation. He stated that the 
best part of his life was spent in Orissa as he got 
his education in Orissa. Although he was in 
Calcutta, he still remembered Orissa. While he 
was a student in Orissa, he felt the need of moral 
education training for the Ortya boys. But then in 
1924, according to Subhas, a new generation of 
dedicated and ideal patriots like Pandit 
Gopabandhu Dash, Nilakantha Das, 
Gopabandhu Chaudhuri and others would inspire 
the young group. The Oriya young men would 
like to be right men instead of deputies and 
Pandits. 


This interesting connection of Subhas with 
the Oriyas has been accepted by the leading 
Oriyas, although Subhas did nothing to prevent 
the Union of Medinapur ( an Oriya area) with 
Bengal. Inthe 1930s the Oriya paper Asha bitterly 
criticised Subhas for his neglect of Oriya cause. 


Despite that in 1938 Subhas as Congress 
President sent his greetings to Utkal Political 
Conference which can be quoted here : 


"I am sorry I cannot attend the coming session of 
the Utkal Conference. Being a son of Utkal my 
heart is always there. I hope, however that inspite 
of my unwilling absence the conference will be a 
great success. Great responsibility has now 
devolved on Utkal and specially on the 
Congressmen of Utkal. Utkal has now a 
Congress ministry and it is necessary that the 
Congress organisation in Utkal should be in a state 
of first class efficiency. For this purpose it is 
necessary to have unity among the ranks of Utkal 
Congressmen. I hope the conference will help to 
restore this much desired unity and give a strong 
impetus to Congress work and organisation. I am 
looking forward to the day when I will be able to 
visit Orissa." (Nabeen, May 24 and 31, 1938) 


Before that Subhas as President of All India 
Congress Committee while going with Mahatma 


Gandhi in the Calcutta Bombay Mail for 
organisational activities on 2nd February 1938 
met Bhanusankar Mohanlal Joshi, Secretary of 
Sambalpur District Congress Committee at 
Jharsuguda (Railway Junction). (Asha, 7-2-1938) 
There was discussion about Congress activities 
in Orissa and many people of Sambalpur met 
Subhas on that occasion. 


IV 


The formation of the Forward Bloc by 
Subhas was not appreciated by many leaders in 
Orissa. Within a week of his resignation as 
Congress President Subhas announced in Calcutta 
on May 3, 1939 the formation ofa new grouping 
within the Congress which was called the Forward 
Bloc. Subhas said that the object was to rally all 
radical and anti-imperialist progressive elements 
in the country on the basis of a minimum 
programme representing the greatest common 
measure of agreement among radicals of all 
shades of opinion. When he moved to make the 
Forward Bloc, Bose hoped that all radicals 
presumably meaning Socialists, Communists. 
Kisan Sabhaists and others would join in this 
Bloc. Some of the left elements were agreeable 
to joint activities and actions. But Bose was not 
able to gain members for the Forward Bloc except 
from among his close associates and those who 
believed that he stood for the right path of action. 
(Gordan 1997:391). 


In Orissa this step of Subhas was not 
appreciated by many leaders. Commenting on his 
activities, the editor of Utkala Sahitya reported : 


"The clear objectives and the programmes 
of this Bloc of Subhas have so long not been 
presented before the people of India. He also 
does not like to answer the questions on the 
objectives and programmes. But everywhere he 
criticises the Gandhian leadership. In his speeches 
one can only find out high sounding phrases. He 
is responsible for indiscipline and discontent in 
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Congress Circle. (Utkal Sahitya, 1346/1939, 
Asadha. p.118-120) 


H. K. Mahatab and Biswanath Das asked 
Subhas to give up his rebelling against the 
Congress for they believed it was disruptive to 
the nationalist movement. (Gordon 1997:392) 


The dissident voice did not slow down 
Subhas. He visited Orissa on 5th August 1939 
and addressed a meeting of the students at 
Ravenshaw College at 3 p.m. and in the evening 
presided over the youths' conference held within 
the Cuttack Municipal Compound. (Special 
Section Report, Government of Orissa 1939, 
Acc-1082 of Orissa State Archives. 
Bhubaneswar). 


In the 6th morning he received an address 
of the Cuttack Municipality and another address 
was presented to him by the "All Utkal Students' 
Federation". He received a third address of 
welcome which was presented to him by the 
students of the Ravenshaw Collegiate School at 
2 p.m. Later in the afternoon he attended a small 
meeting organised in his honour by Nabayuga 
Sahitya Sansad. 


At the meetings and conferences Subhas 
tried to expound the principles of the Forward 
Bloc, lie justified the existence of members holding 
different or opposite views within the body of the 
Congress. He said that there was nothing unusual 
if he held a view unacceptable to a few other 
members. He pointed out the growing weakness 
of the British imperialism and the simultaneous 
awakening of political consciousness in India. He 
stressed upon the success of a Satyagraha war 
as the country was ready for sucha war. He said 
that ifthe present leaders believed that it was not 
so prepared they should give away for others who 
could lead the country to war. 


He explained that though India's immediate 
problem was to secure independence the problem 


of improving the country and to maintain her 
independence when obtained was no less 
important. The history of Abyssinia, 
Czechoslovakia, Spain, Egypt and China showed 
that weak nations could not retain their 
independence. Indians might obtain their 
independence through non-violence, but they 
would not protect it except through power and 
force. The country must have a trained body of 
men able to fight for it. Congress must make a 
more strenuous effort to strengthen its ranks. He 
appealed the students to join the Congress. He 
defined the programme of the Forward Bloc 
which he said was three-fold: 


(i) | Consolidation of the left wing of the 
Congress and propaganda of the principles 
of the Forward Bloc and the recruitment 
ofa Satyagraha army. 


(i) Forcing the Congress to accept the 
principles of the Forward Bloc. 


(ii) To start a Satyagraha war for Purna 
Swaraj. 


Pandit Nilakantha Das and his son Ashoka 
were great supporters of the Forward Bloc. Satis 
Chandra Guha, an ex-externee of Bengal, who 
was in Puri in 1939 was very active inhis attempts 
to organise local followers for the Forward Bloc 
of the Congress started by Subhas. (Government 
of Orissa. Special Section Report, 1939, Acc- 
1085). Ashoka Das, a son of Nilakantha Das was 
in possession of a book named Biplabi Subhas. 
In 1942 there was a search of the premises of 
Nababharat Press by the police. It found some 
Forward Bloc correspondences, circulars and 
blank printed oath letter ofthe Forward Bloc from 
the bedroom inside Ashoka Das's trunk. It also 
seized a document named Bidrohi dated 2.3.1942 
which was a highly seditious and prejudical report 
as it urged for an armed revolution for over- 
throwing the British Government in India under 
the leadership of Bidrohi Subhas Chandra and 
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for enthroning himas the dictater of Free India. 
(Board of Revenue Confidential Files, No. 42 of 
1942. Acc. 482 of Orissa State Archives. 
Bhubaneswar) 


Vv 


The Indian National Army (Azad Hind 
Fauz) of Netaji Subhas consisted of many Oriya 
soldiers. The Oriya soldiers had displayed there 
uncommon heroismas an integral part of the Indian 
National Army of Subhas. The list of the Oriya 
soldiers of the Indian National Army is available 
in the Records of the Home Department. They 
were classified under three categories such as 
'Black', "Grey' and 'White" (Jena 1997:17-18). 
Most of the soldiers were from Ganjam and Puri 
districts. Only two of them were from the district 
of Cuttack and one was from Balasore. 1100 
civilians of Southern and Eastern India were 
detained in Burma which included many Oriyas. 
About fifty-five Oriyas of the Azad Hind Fauz 
were kept in the central jail of Rengoon. Important 
Oriya soliders and workers in the Azad Hind 
Fauz were Braja Mohan Pattanaik, Krishna 
Chandra Tripathy, Kumari Lakshmi (of Rani 
Jhansi Wing), Nakula (of Bala Sena), Narasimha 
Das of Lochapada (Ganjam), Utsaba Pradhan 
(of Pakidi), Mohan Pradhan, Somanath Panigrahi, 
Bira Patra of Gobindapur, Rajan Sarangi of 
Mahulia. Ganesh Rath of Pitala, Ananta 
Choudhury of Kukudakhandi. (Nabeen, April 16 
and June 18, 1946) The Oriyas in Burma took 
an important role in the movement of the Azad 
Hind Fauz for the inspiring address of the Major 
General Lakshmi of Jhansi Rani Wing in Rangoon 
on the occasion of Kasturba Memorial Day. 
(Nabeen, April 16, 1946) Braja Mohan Pattanaik 
was a very efficient Oriya officer in the Army who 
organised the Oriyas then in Burma in support of 
Subhas. A disciple of Krishna Chandra Tripathy 
named Lakshmi (of ten years) joined the Jhansi 
Rani Wing and was imprisoned in Malay for her 
activities in Burma. (Ibid) 


Thus Subhas Bose had connection with 
Orissa for many years. He had got massive 
support from Orissa for the formation of the 
Forward Bloc and Oriyas had taken a very active 
part in the Indian National Army in Burma to 
support the leadership of Subhas. His love and 
admiration for Oriyas and Orissa would always 
remain a lasting chapter in the history of Banga- 
Utkala cultural harmony. 
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The Praja Mandal Movement and 
the Birth of Greater Orissa 


Orissa, was made a separate province 
independent of Bihar on Ist April' 1936, due to 
the untiring effort and endeavour of some great 
sons of the soil of Orissa. The birth of the 
province, which happened to be the first state in 
the whole of India, formed on the basis of 
language, fulfilled the long cherished dream and 
demand of the Ortyas. It brought jubilation for 
millions, who were longing for long a united Orissa 
and had experienced the oppression of linguistic 
majorities in scattered territories. But it made no 
difference to the life of the people living in the 
Garjat areas and brought no solace to them as 
these areas remained tight in the grip of native 
rulers. These Garjat states known as "Andhari 
Mulak" remained beyond the purview of Orissa 
administration. However, the agitation of the 
people for a united Orissa and the formation of 
the province served as a beacon light for the 
Oriyas in the Garjat areas and their struggle found 
reflection in the Praja Mandal Movement, which 
started in the Garjat states in parallel with the 
National Movement for Independence. 


The Praja Mandal Movement in the Garjat 
states, basically a peasant movement was an 
epoch-making struggle that considerably 
influenced the politics of the province as well as 
the nation. There were 26 Garjats or, feudatory 
states of Orissa and it took long twelve years after 
the formation of the province to merge those states 


Sarat Parida 


with Orissa. The movement, which initially was 
directed against the mis-rule and autocracy of the 
rulers, subsequently demanded responsible 
government and the merger of the states with 
Orissa. Thus the struggle has great significance in 
modern Orissa, as it gave shape to greater Orissa. 


In the second decade of the last century 
when the National Movement for independence 
gathered momentum with the entry of Mahatma 
Gandhi in to the National Politics and the call of 
Gandhi had an enchanting influence upon the 
Indian people, it had little impact upon the people 
of the feudatory states. Even during the Non- 
Cooperation Movement and Civil Disobedience 
Movement, greatest mass movements in history, 
the people of the feudatory states kept mum and 
did not raise their voice against the British or their 
own autocratic rulers. However, only one incident 
of Hartal was reported from Keonjhargarh, the 
headquarters of the state of Keonjhar during the 
Non-Cooperation movement. The Hartal, 
organized under the leadership of two ex-students 
of Satyabadi High School, was observed on 17th 
May'1921. The Britishauthorities took stern action 
against the non-cooperators and hardest 
punishment was given to them. Presumably, for 
this reason no sign of protest or, revolt was 
witnessed in the feudatory states for several years 
after 1921-22. 
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The attempt to organize the people of the 
feudatory states took real shape during the Civil 
Disobedience Movement, when the First All 
Orissa States People Conference was organized 
at Cuttack in 1931. The organization that went in 
to hibernation soon after its formation was revived 
again in 1937, with the efforts of Sarangadhar 
Das, known as "Garjat Gandhi" in the Garjats. 
The second session of the All Orissa States 
People's Conference' as held at Cuttack on 23rd 
June 1937. The conference declared its objective 
as the attainment of responsible government. It 
also exposed the exploitative character of the 
Garjat administration and urged upon the rulers 
to remove the grievances of the people. The 
conference provided the impetus to the people 
of the Garjats and thus in almost all the states the 
people formed Prajamandals. Through this 
organization, they put up before the rulers their 
demand lists, which included the abolition of 
numerous feudal exactions and restoration of civil 


liberties. The feudatory rulers saw the 
prajamandals as real danger to their authority. 
They not only refused recognisation to this 
organization but adopted several repressive 
measures to restrict their activities. 


The first popular agitation against the Garjat 
administration was witnessed in the state of Nilgiri, 
a small state in the border of Balasore. The 
punitive action of the ruler of Nilgiri on the people 
of the village of Ayodhya, incited the people and 
on 2nd May 1938, disturbances started in Nilgiri. 
'The people under the leadership of Kailash 
Chandra Mohanty and Banamali Das pressed the 
ruler to yield to their demands, which included 
the reco gnisation of their civil liberties and removal 
of unjust laws. Brutal and repressive measures 
adopted by the ruler to calm down the agitation 
failed to dislodge the people. Ultimately a 
compromise was made through the mediation of 
H.K. Mahtab. Thus peace was restored in Nilgiri 


but only for a brief period that broken again in 
the subsequent years. 


Talcher and Dhenkanal were the two other 
Garjat states, where the activities of the 
prajamandal created troubles for the ruling chiefs. 
The Talcher prajamandal movement attracted the 
attention of national leaders, for it adopted a novel 
measure to fight against the ruler. The repressive 
measures of the ruler compelled the people of 
Talcher to adopt a new form of passive resistance 
and they left their homes and moved to the 
neighbouring areas of Angul, in British Orissa. It 
was estimated by the prajamandal leaders that 
about 60 thousand people out of the total 
population of 86 thousand had left their homes 
and taken shelter in the temporary camps. The 
mass migration of the people, their plight in the 
camps, who stayed there for long 8 months, even 
tormented Gandhiyji. In the state of Dhenkanal, a 
reign of terror was instituted by the ruling chief to 
suppress the prajamandal, which had started its 
agitation against the reign of tyranny in Dhenkanal. 
However, the most tragic incident that shocked 
the people and represented the police repression 
in severe form was committed in the villages of 
Bhuban and Nilakanthapur at the night of 10-11 
October 1938. There, the police party attacked 
the innocent villagers and killed six persons 
including a 14 years old boy, Baji Rout. This sort 
of wanton repression not only invited 
condemnation but also it strengthened the 
determination of the people to fight for the 
fulfillment oftheir just demands. 


In the Garjat states of Athagarh, Baramba, 
Narsinghpur, Nayagarh and Tigiria the people 
raised their voice under the aegis of their 
prajamandal units. The popular agitation in Ranpur 
assumed a violent character and the people's 
hysteria reached its climax. On 5th June 1939, 
the people gheraoed the royal palace and pressed 
for the release of their arrested leaders. Major 
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R.L. Bazelgette, the political agent, who was 
present on the spot, without heeding to the 
people's demands, ordered the crowd to dispose. 
To frighten the crowd he fired a few shots. This 
infuriated the crowd and in their retaliatory attack 
Major Bazelgette was killed. In the wake of this, 
police repression started in Ranpur. Many people 
were arrested, some fled to the neighbouring 
areas. Finally two persons Raghunath Mohanty 
and Dibakar Parida were hanged and others 
suffered exile and life imprisonment. 


On 29th October1 938, All "Orissa Garjat 
Day" was observed at many places, where the 
people urged the rulers to accept their charter of 
demands and shun the path of violence and 
tyranny, which the ruler had perpetrated on them. 
The Orissa States Enquiry Committee, which was 
constituted under the chairmanship of H.K. 
Mahtab in 1937, to enquire in to the condition of 
the people in the Garjat states, came out with its 
report in 1939. The finding of the States Enquiry 
Committee and the recommendations suggested 
therein was brought to the notice of the Viceroy 
Lord Linlithgow. But no action was taken in this 
regard. The outbreak of the Second World War, 
the British policy of ruthless suppression of all 
popular agitation during the war brought a 
temporary lull in its activities. 


The formation ofa popular government in 
Orissa after the war, the prospect of British 
withdrawal from India, the arrival of Cabinet 
Mission provided the impetus to the people and 
they revived their agitation with renewed vigour. 
To coordinate the movement of the prajamandals, 
the Orissa and Chhatisgarh Regional Council was 
formed. In some states the people took the pledge 
do or die' to establish popular government and 
recruited voluntary forces to wrest power from 
the hands of the rulers. In Nilgiri, a parallel Govt. 
known as the Azad Nilgiri Government was 
formed and it started functioning from Balasore. 


A beginning of the merger of the Garjats 
with Orissa, was made with the takeover of the 
administration of Nilgiri state by the Govt. of 
Orissa. The designs of the ruler to weaken the 
activities of the prajamandal and his instigation to 
the tribals to attack the non-tribals proved 
boomerang for him. It created law and order 
problem, which prompted the provincial Govt. 
to intervene and with instruction from central 
Govt., it assumed the administration of Nilgiri on 
14th November 1947. The retrograde steps of 
the rulers of the Garjat states to maintain their 
separate existence and the formation ofthe Eastern 
States Union comprising the Garjat states of 
Orissa and Chhatisgarh region in this regard 
however could not withstand the popular 
pressure. The British withdrawal from India, the 
lapse of paramountcy made it difficult for the 
Garjat states to maintain their separate identity. 
After much persuasion and coercion from the 
Union Home Minister Sardar Patel, the rulers of 
Garjat states except the ruler of Mayurbhanj 
signed the instrument of Merger on 15 December 
1947. Ultimately all the Garjat States except the 
twin states of Sareikala and Kharaswan were 
merged with Orissa which gave birth and shape 
to Greater Orissa. 
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National Movement in Orissa and 
Pandit Gopabandhu 


The advent of Pandit Gopabandhu Das in Orissa 
politics brought a radical change in the outlook of 
the political minded people. Gopabandhu was an 
ultra-nationalist. At first he was a staunch follower 
of Madhusudan, a moderate and his junior for 
legal practice. The Swadeshi resolution of the 
Congress Party had a deep impact on him for 
which he started a National 

School on the model of the 

Decan Education Society. This 

institution became famous as the 

Satyabadi School, where with a 

band of devoted teachers 

Gopabandhu introduced a new 

pattern of education most 

suitable to Indian Society. The 

School in course of time served 

as anucleus for fostering a strong 

national spirit among the Oriya 

Youths. For about 40 years the 

school provided leadership in the 

sphere of political, social and literary activities in 
Orissa. 


Gopabandhu differed from Madhusudan 
Das onthe question of the objectives and outlook 
of the Utkal Union Conference. As an Ultra 
Nationalist he felt suffocated under the policy of 
moderation. He did not distinguish between Oriya 
nationalism and Indian nationalism and suggested 


Dr. Janmejay Choudhury 


that the Utkal Union Conference should eschew 
the path of moderation to be more dynamic. A 
conflict of ideas took place between Madhusudan 
Das and Gopabandhu Das which ultimately ended 
with the victory of the latter. 


"In his opinion, the Indian National 
Movement is marching ahead and its reaction are 
felt in Orissa. There is 

spontaneous excitement among 

the Oriya Youths." In September 

1920, Gopabandhu attended the 

special session to the National 

Congress at Calcutta, where the 

members accepted Gandhi's 

programme ofnon-cooperation. 

By then he had started the 

Samaj as a weekly newspaper 

to propagate the ideals of the 

Congress and formed the District 

Congress Committee at Puri with 

himself as its President. He was 

impatient to tolerate the Utkal Union conference 
any further. In the annual session of the congress 
held at Nagpur in the last week of December 
1920 under the _ presidentship of 
Vijayarghavachariar, the final decision on the 
launching of non co-operation movement took 
place. Thirty five delegates from Orissa including 
Gopabandhu Das, Niranjan Pattanaik, Bhagirathi 
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Mohapatra, Jagabandhu Singh, Mukunda Prasad 
Das, Jadumani Mangaraj and H.K. Mahatab 
attended the Nagpur Session. It was the largest 
number of Oriya delegates ever attending 
congress session. Besides accepting the main 
resolution on non-cooperation, the members from 
Orissa supported the formation of provincial 
congress committees on the linguistic basis. It was 
a very wise move to spread the congress 
programmes to different regions of the vast sub- 
continent. It was agreed that Orissa should have 
a separate Congress Committee to be known as 
'Utkal Pradesh Congress Committee’. Detailed 
rules and regulations on organizational matters 
were also adopted at Nagpur to give the Indian 
National Congress a new shape and outlook 
before the ensuing struggle. Gopabandhu Das and 
Jagabandhu Singh returned from Nagpur before 
the Congress Session was over in order to attend 
the Utkal Union Conference held at 
Chakradharapur on 30th and 31st December 
1920 and Ist January 1921 with his associates. 
Madhusudan Das declined to Preside over the 
session and did not go to Chakradharpur to avoid 
political confrontation with the younger group. 
Jagabandhu Singh from Puri, a close associate of 
Pandit Gopabandhu was chosen as the president 
with the overwhelming support of his followers. 
Gopabandhu got the resolution resolved that the 
aims and objectives of the Indian National 
Congress be accepted as those of the Utkal Union 
Conference in addition to the accepted objectives 
of the conference. The session became a 
landmark in the history of the conference, because 
for the first time it accepted the Congress creed 
as one of its objectives. The session was presided 
by Jagabandhu Singh, but Gopabandhu played a 
dominant role in bringing about the change in the 
outlook ofthe conference. On the second day of 
the conference, Gopabandhu moved the 
resolution asking the Utkal Union Conference to 


accept the objectives and aspirations of the Indian 
National Congress. He pointed out that the 
Congress was the national forum in which the 
people of Orissa should join in large number and 
their demands for separate province and other 
privileges could be fulfilled only by participation 
in the national movement spearheaded by the 
Congress under the leadership of Mahatma 
Gandhi. The Chakradharpur Session of the Utkal 
Union Conference gave a new political 
perspective and draw the leaders in Orissa back 
into the mainstream of national politics. 


Since then in the history ofnationalism, the 
period of moderation was over, and the era of 
non co-operation began. Gopabandhu became 
the apostle of the non-cooperation movement. 
The leadership of Madhusudan Das was 
substituted by that of Pandit Gopabandhu. The 
non violent non-cooperation movement was 
sponsored by the nationalist leaders throughout 
the country. From Orissa twenty seven delegates 
including Pandit Gopabandhu Das and 
Harekrushna Mahtab had attended the historic 
Congress Session at Nagpur. On their return to 
Orissa they set up the Utkal Pradesh Congress 
Committee as the organisational base to launch 
the non cooperation programme. The committee 
consisted of Gopabandhu Das, Ekram Rasool, 
Bhagirathi Mahapatra and Brajabandhu Das as 
the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Joint 
Secretary respectively. To intensify the movement, 
District Committees were also formed in Puri, 
Cuttack, Balasore, Sambalpur and Ganjam. 


The Non-cooperation Movement in Orissa, 
as elsewhere in the country began in the first week 
of January 1921. It aroused great enthusiasm in 
Orissa, mainly due to Gopabandhu's sincere 
efforts. He moved personally from place to place 
addressing large meetings and explaining the 
message of Gandhi. When the call for Non co- 
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operation was given, hundred of students left their 
schools and colleges. Some of people gave up 
their lucrative career in the Government to fight 
for freedom. Throughout Orissa a wave of 
unprecedented enthusiasm was noticed. 
Gopabandhu's efforts to merge Orissa with the 
mainstream of nationalist movement did not go in 
vain. 

By the invitation of Pandit Gopabandhu 
Das, Mahatma Gandhi visited Orissa in March 
1921. His visit gave a tremendous fillip to the Non 
Co-operation movement, besides popularizing the 
Congress Party. The members of the depressed 
classes were welcomed as members of the 
organization. Leaders felt encouraged to intensify 
the movement. Incidents ofhartals, picketing and 
boycott became common. The elections to the 
Legislative Councils were totally boycotted. The 
newspapers like the 'Samaj' and 'Utkal Sevak' 
played a significant role in initiating the public to 
actively participate in the struggle for freedom. 


Against the swelling tide of nationalism the 
British Government initiated stern measures. A 
series of arrests were made. Rajkrushna Bose 
became the first political prisoner in Orissa. Other 
leaders like Gopabandhu Das, Jadumani 
Mangaraj, Harekrushna Mahatab and twenty-four 
others were taken into custody. By the end of 
1922 almost all the Congress leaders in Orissa 
were thrown behind the bar. In August 1922 after 
the Non Co-operation movement was suspended 
the Civil Disobedience Enquiry Committee under 
the Chairmanship of Hakim Ajmal Khan visited 
Orissa to find out ifthere was any possibility to 
renew the movement. Gopabandhu Chaudhury, 
Nilakantha Das and Godavaris Misra, who were 
outside the bar informed the committee in the 


negative. The large scale arrest of leaders in fact 
had caused great setback to the nationalist 
movement. In 1923 the Swarajya Party was 
formed in Orissa. The Party aimed at Dominion 
Status and adopted such method as 
‘obstructionism' in the Legislatures and Local 
Boards. Its members eschewed the boycott 
policy and decided to seek election to various 
representative bodies so as to obstruct 
Government in functioning. They also espoused 
the cause of Swadeshi. The Congress members 
organized the first session of the Utkal Pradesh 
Congress Committee in 1924 at Cuttack. A 
women's branch was formed by Sarala Devi, 
Rasomani Deviand others. The leaders for a while 
devoted their attention for organizational work 
strengthening the Congress at the District Level. 
They even setup subunits of the District 
Committees in various police stations and enrolled 
more members to the party. 


For the second time Gandhi visited Orissa 
in August 1925 and again in December 1927 
which provided great incentive to the Congress 
Workers, apart from popularizing his programme. 
The death of Gopabandhu Das on 17th June 1928 
gave a serious jolt to the Congress Organisation 
in Orissa. It created a crisis of leadership. There 
were numerous young men. Gopabandhu 
Choudhury, H.K. Mahtab, Rajkrushna Bose, 
Nilakantha Das, Bhagirathi Mohapatra and 
Biswanath Mahapatra, etc. but none of them had 
attained that high stature, which was essential to 
lead the Congress. 


Dr. Janmejaya Choudhury is a lecturer in History in the 
Sri Jagannath College, Kaipada, Khurda. 
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Rebel Colleagues of Surendra Sai as Depicted 
in Folk Songs of Sambalpur Region 


It is commonly believed that oral literature like 
folk songs is handed down from mouth to mouth, 
mainly for the reason that, earlier written script 
was not accessible to the general people. Also, 
there was no well developed computer facility as 
well as printing machine as it is almost universal 
these days. Even ordinary writing facilities like pen 
and paper were beyond the reach of the common 
people. Furthermore, these materials were not 
familiar and widespread as it is in our days. 
Moreover, these materials were not reachable and 
easily available. 


Common people were aware and conscious 
of the value of written scripts. But they had no 
access to this mode of expression of their feelings. 
So, their literature was in spoken form. 
Consequently, it has been handed down from one 
generation to next generation by word of mouth. 
Understandably, this form of unwritten and verbal 
oral literature reflect the social reality at large 
Though, historians in general do not accept and 
recognize oral literature as evident folklorists, 
however, cannot undermine the value of such 
literature. Folklorists cannot ignore and disregard 
the importance of such folk songs as those are 
the mirror of the society. 


After the death of Raja Jayanta Singh, the 
widow Rani Mukta Devi submitted a petition of 
prayer to the British Government regarding the 


Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat 


succession of her step-son Maharaja Sai. Her 
petition was accepted and Maharaja Sai was 
recognized as the Raja of Sambalpur in 1820. In 
1827, Maharaja Sai, the ruler of Sambalpur 
passed away leaving behind two daughters only. 
He had no male heir to inherit the Sambalpur 
Rajgadi. Surendra Sai claimed the Sambalpur 
Rajgadi. People supported Surendra Sai's 
concern and interest. They firmly stood behind 
him. But Britishers interfered in this matter. They 
did not want Surendra Sai to be the king of 
Sambalpur for the reason that Surendra Sai was 
not a'Yes' man. So, Mohan Kumari, the widow 
of Maharaja Sai ascended on the thrown. 


Trouble started from this incident long 
before the actual outbreak of the First War of 
Independence in 1857. Zamindars and Gountias 
mainly of tribal origin of Sambalpur kingdom 
apprehended loss of their lands, traditional rights 
and inherent privileges. Balabhadra Singh Dao, 
the Gond Zamindar of Lakhanpur by far the first 
one who organized the Gonds and raised the 
banner ofrevolt against the Britishers as early as 
1827. 


Balabhadra Singh Dao was killed in 1837 
due to a traitor showing the forces of the Raja of 
Sambalpur his resting place. The Gonds got 
incensed and became more determined to fight 
against the Britishers. Then their leadership was 
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taken up by one Janardan Singh, the Gond 
Zamindar of Paharsirgida. Further, Balabhadra 
Singh Dao's capable sons namely Kamal Singh, 
Nilambar Singh and Khageswar Singh also came 
forward to fight against the Britishers. 


Mohan Kumari became the first lady to 
succeed the throne in the known history of 
Sambalpur. Common people believed that it was 
an abuse of practice and violation of tradition. 
Prettify the thrown with a widow was not 
acceptable to the people. Not only the common 
people but also the Zamindars and Gountias of 
Sambalpur were comfortable to interact with a 
lady on the throne. They found it difficult to work 
together with the Rani. Subsequently, Raja 
Narayan Singh was the Raja of Sambalpur. He 
died on 10-09-1849. After his death in 1849, his 
wife became the Rani of Sambalpur for a brief 
period of three months only. However, 
Sambalpur kingdom was annexed into the 


Company Rule in December 1849 under the 
provisions of the Doctrine of Lapse and Dr. J. 
Cadenhead was appointed as the Principal Agent 
of Sambalpur in December 1849. Rani was given 
a pension of Rs. 100 per month and was allowed 
to stay at Cuttack. 


The direct administration and supervision 
of Sambalpur assumed by the Britishers was not 
liked by the people of Sambalpur kingdom. 
Sambalpur Rajgadi was presumed to be empty 
by the common people. It was reflected in the 
Sajani folk song of Sambalpur area. 


Haldi Dui Khand Gaja, 
Samalpurare Naina Raja Ho, 
Sate Phiringi Maruchhe Maja Sajanire... 


During nineteenth century, princely states 
or Gadjat rulers in particular opposed Britishers 
vehemently in many parts of Orissa. They did not 
recognize British policy. They declined and refuted 
their principles. This resistance took a violent turn 


in Sambalpur when Surendra Sai and some of his 
rebel colleagues took part and headed this 
movement particularly after 1857. All those who 
have gone to fight against the Britishers have been 
given the status of brothers in the folk songs. The 
following example of Humo Bauli song reveals 
this. 

Semi Phul Kera Kera Baulire, 

Semi Phul Kera Kera, 

Mor Dada Jauchhe Sipei Dera, 

Mor Dada Jauchhe Sipei Dera, 

Lukamane Tara Tara Baulire 

Lukamane Tara Tara re... 

HHH 

Saikalar Juda Chaka, 

Hate Chakamaka Kandhe Bandhukare, 
Sate, Samalpuria Luka, Sajanire... 


Even the common people of Sambalpur 
region strongly refused to accept the authority of 
Britishers, who were outsiders. They were not in 
support of Britishers. They were happy with their 
local rulers like Gauntias, Zamindars and Rajas. 
Peoples support towards their own Gauntia, 
Zamuindar and Rajas has been reflected in the folk 
song too. 


Kardi Dui Khand Gaja Baulire, 
Kardi Dui Khand Gaja, 

Amar San Bhae Raeje Raja, 
Amar San Bhae Raeje Raja, 
Sukhare Paluchhe Parja Baulire, 
Sukhare Paluchhe Parjare... 


First War of Independence broke out in 
1857. The revolutionaries devastated the 
Hazaribagh Jail on 30-07-1857. Surendra Sai and 
Udanta Sai were unchained from long 17 years 
(1840-57) of confinement. They came to 
Sambalpur. Reportedly, there were 32 prisoners 
from Orissa and the Tributary Mahals. Most 
probably, the activities of the rebels in Hazaribagh 
Jail encouraged and provoked Surendra Sai and 
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his rebel colleagues to renovate their ideas and to 
renew their struggle against Britishers in 
Sambalpur even after such a long period of 
imprisonment. Due to changed socio-economic 
condition, many Zamindars and Gountias of 
Sambalpur welcomed Surendra Sai and his 
radical colleagues and relatives when they arrived 
at Sambalpur. What was that changed socio- 
economic atmosphere ? 


Prior to the arrival of Surendra Sai and his 
rebel colleagues from jail, policy of increasing 
revenue collection from the Zamindars and 
Gountias by the Britishers made the situation 
explosive. In December 1849, Sambalpur 
kingdom was merged into the Company Rule. The 
new Government immediately after taking over 
administration made a fresh settlement of lands 
and the revenue was at once raised enormously 
by one fourth. The fiscal policy of the new 
government gave rise to widespread 


discontentment among the landowners. 


According to a Government Report, the 
Gountias and Zamindars of Sambalpur were 
required to pay Rs.8800/- only in the year 1849. 
But, all ofa sudden it increased to an unexpected 
amount of Rs.74000/- in 1854. A number of tribal 
Zamindars and Gountias belonging to Gond and 
Binjhal communities in particular opposed to pay 
such huge revenue. In fact, they did not want their 
subjects to shoulder this enormous burden. They 
all welcomed and supported Surendra Sai and 
his rebel colleagues when they arrived at 
Sambalpur in 1857. This was a strong motivational 
force behind him to restore and repair his old 
revolutionary mind. 


Commissioner C.F. Cockburn made an 
announcement for the confiscation of property of 
those who had declined to pay revised and 
enhanced revenue. On 25-08-1858, this 
announcement was published in Sambalpur. This 


list contained mostly the names of tribal zamindars 
and gauntias who were behind Surendra Sai and 
his rebel colleagues. This state of affairs required 
Surendra Sai to think about his area and his 
people and misrule of Britishers. So, it would be 
injudicious and unwise to say that, particularly after 
his free from Hazaribagh jail in the year 1857, 
Surendra Sai and his rebel colleagues were 
fighting for their own interest. 


Though, the Commissioner of Chotanagpur 
intimated the mishap of Hazaribagh Jail to the 
Commissioner of Sambalpur and accordingly, a 
'Parwana' was served to all the Rajas and 
Zamundars to dissociate themselves from Surendra 
Sai. Yet, it was of no use and Surendra Sai 
reached Sambalpur sometime in the mid- 
September of 1857. Hundreds of local people, 
Zamindars and Gountias of Sambalpur region 
gathered to receive him. They gave him a rousing 
reception. Among them, Zamindars and Gountias 
namely Madho Singh of Ghess and his family, 
Janardan Singh of Pahad Sirgida, Karuna Gadtia 
of Kolabira, Manohar Singh of Bheden, Dayal 
Sardar of Kharsel and Madhu Gauntia of 
Loisingha seemed to have joined Surendra Sai 
and revolted against Britishers at this stage. 
Perhaps, by then exploitation of British rule had 
attracted some more dosage of mass 
discontentment. Leigh had rightly apprehended 
an uprising. He declared Surendra Sai and his 
brother "rebels" and offered a reward of rupees 
two hundred and fifty for each of them. 


During this time, Surendra Sai became a 
role model for his new followers. He was 
transformed into a symbol of protest and 
resistance to the British rule for his supporters. It 
was during this period that, support poured in for 
him from all quarters specifically because of ill 
feelings towards British administration and sudden 
rise of revenue payment. A common platform 
consisting of people from all walks of life was 
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formed against the British authority under the 
leadership of Surendra Sai. There was no narrow 
or personal motive of Surendra Sai. The huge 
support that Surendra Sai had is apparent from 
the fact that there are many myths, folk tales and 
folk songs on him as well as his rebel colleagues 
as if every village was proud to be connected with 
them and linked with their struggle. 


After arrival of Surendra Sai in Sambalpur 
in 1857, he was under close observation by the 
Britishers. It is said that, on the night of Kartika 
Chaturdasi (29-10-1857), Surendra Sai went to 
the bank of river Mahanadi in Sambalpur for a 
holy dip on the occasion of Kartika Purnima/Rasa 
Purnima (30-10-1857). But, he disappeared 
there in the crowd. British intelligence was taken 
aback. Britishers could not locate him. It is 
believed that, Surendra Sai escaped on horse back 
courageously in the night of 31-10-1857 from 
Sambalpur to Khinda, his native village. There 
heralded the great revolution known as 'Ulgulaan'. 
This time, the flag of rebellion was hoisted firmly 
and the authority of the British was challenged 
strongly in Sambalpur. After that, he and his rebel 
colleagues did not look back and fought some 
historically most unforgettable battles. He started 
guerrilla fighting against the British force. He shook 
the very foundation of colonial rule in Sambalpur 
and neighbouring areas. His heroic deeds gave 
inspiration to his followers who joined him. 


The followers of Surendra Sai took the 
responsibility of protecting the Singoda-ghat and 
the Nisha-ghat. Singhoda-ghat on the Sambalpur- 
Nagpur road was impregnable and invincible. It 
was guarded by Madhab Singh Bariha, the 
Zamindar of Ghess at the age of 71. He stopped 
all communications for some period between 
Sambalpur and Raipur as well as Nagpur. Madho 
was his nick name from childhood. From British 
records also, he is commonly known as Madho 


Singh. He had five sons namely Hati Singh, Kuryal 
Singh, Bairi Singh, Airi Singh (alias Uday Singh) 
and Narayan Singh. They also extended their full 
support to him. 


On 08-12-1857 Captain E. G. Wood left 
Nagpur and reached Singhoda Ghati after 19 days 
of arduous and exhausting journey. He was 
resisted by Madho Singh. On 27-12-1857, there 
was a severe clash between Madho Singh and 
Captain E. G. Wood who was leading the cavalry 
squadron. Many English soldiers were killed. But 
Captain Wood by some means escaped to 
Sambalpur and saved his life. 

Tal-Bandh Upar-Bandh Kalgarngar Bhadi, 
Bhojpurar Abujh Kandh, Pakei Dela Khadi, 
Kaen Karba Duan Babu Dihen Naina Adi,. 

Taha Suni Duan Babu Hela Jajarman, 

Asin Mase Kagaj Pesla Madho Bariha Than. 
Madho Bariha Baela Bhai Tame Dia Kanthi, 
Sabu Laskar Palei Gale Singhdamuhanr Ghati, 
Dia Guli Chalei Gusein Dia Guli Chalei, 
Kantapali Chak-bandh Thi Jaiphula Kara Paen, 
Phirthin Karma Ladhéi... 


However, Captain Wood could reach 
Sambalpur on 29-12-1857 only. The incident of 
Singhoda Ghati enraged him. Next day he 
surrounded Kudopali where the most ghastly 
battle took place on 30-12-1857. It is a 
memorable episode not only in the history of 
Sambalpur but also in the history of freedom 
movement in India. Captain Wood besieged the 
rebel stronghold of Kudopali. The rebels met with 
their first major debacle at this point. As many as 
53 revolutionaries were killed in this battle and 
11 were arrested. Subsequently, six detenues 
from Kudopali battle were hanged. It is true that 
nowhere in Orissa, so many revolutionaries were 
killed ina single action during this period. Chhabila 
Sai was the fifth brother of Surendra Sai, who 
was shot in the back while running away to catch 
his horse. The event became an immortal part of 
folklore for ever. 
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Uli Uli Uli Uli Baulire, 

Uli Uli Uli Uli, 

Chhabila Sai Dihen Bajila Guli, 
Chhabila Sai Dihen Bajila Guli, 
Kudopali Majha Khuli Baulire, 
Kudopali Majha Khuli re... 


There was a dispute between Ghess 
Zamindar Madho Singh and Byepur Zamindar 
over Bhatibahal region. Byepur Zamindar was 
acting as an informer. He informed the Britishers 
about the rebellious acivities of Madho Singh and 
his family. Earlier, Madho Singh opposed and also 
did not pay the enhanced revenue. On the other 
hand, he joined his hands with Surendra Sai and 
fought against the Britishers. 


When a list of defaulters was prepared by 
the Britishers to confiscate their property, Madho 
Singh was found at the top of this roll. Byepur 
Zamindar was very clever and smart. He took 
the advantage of this situation and rushed to 
Sambalpur to justify his claim over Bhatibahal 
region. The British supported his claim to award 
Bhatibahal to Byepur Zamindar and amalgamated 
that region with his estate. Mockingly, this incident 
has been depicted in the following folksong. 


Gand Madhyen Binjhal Bhadi Kabri Nai Thai, 
Bijepuria Arji Kala Samalpure Jai, 

Nei Ja Tor Puo Parja, Nei Ja Tor Bhuin, 
Ghess Jamidar Mare Muin Nain Parli Rahi, 
Ghui Bagir Nuruachhe Mate Juhi Juhi, 
Jiban Thile Jibka Achhe, Jaiphula Karapaen, 
Magi Khaemi Muin Ho... 


In this historical phase of struggle in 
opposition to the British, some Gauntias and 
Zamindars took shelter in the British camp. For 
them folk song is not silent and quiet. 


Baegan Tarkari, 
Gaanr Gantia Par Duari Ho, 
Sathe Gaan Hela Sarkari, Sajanire... 


The Singhoda Ghati was captured by 
Captain Shakespeare early in February 1858 to 
clear off this Ghati in order to facilitate mail 
communication between Sambalpur and Nagpur. 
Captain Shakespeare did his job and returned to 
Raipur. However, Surendra Sai again captured 
this Ghati and reorganized its defense under the 
command of Kunjal Singh and Bairi Singh. It was 
not onlya set back to British but also a matter of 
pride and prestige for the rebels. It was a necessity 
for the safe communication between Sambalpur 
and Nagpur and between Calcutta (Kolkata) and 
Bombay (Mumbai). So, on 12-02-1858, Captain 
Woodbridge and Captain Wood went to 
Singhoda Ghati to reoccupy the Ghati. On the 
way they attacked the Pahadsirgida Ghati which 
was strongly fortified by the rebels under the 
leadership of Janardan Singh, the Zamindar of 
Pahadsirgida. Woodbridge was killed in this battle. 


On 14-12-1857, when Captain Ensign 
Warlo proceeded to Singhoda Ghati he saw a 
violent and sadistic scene on the top of the hill. 
Headless and naked corpses were seen hanging 
in the trees. Naked and headless body of Captain 
Woodbridge was also found among those of 
others. Captain Warlo carried the body of Captain 
Woodbridge with a horse and came to 
Sambalpur. This has been reflected in the folk 
song too. 

Aam Khaeli Jam Khaeli Pakei Deli Tanko, 

Bandh Talar Kagaj Patar Sundar Barihake Dako, 
Sundar Bariha Baela Bhai Tame Dia Kanthi, 
Sabu Laskar Palei Gale Singda-Muhan Ghati, 
Kie Dela Gur Guras Kie Dela Chura 

Singhda Ghati-thin Mar Gala 

Jaephula Karapaen 

Mukut-bandha Ghuda Ho,,, 


The death of Captain Woodbridge at the 
hands of Janardan Singh, the Gountia of 
Pagadsirgida on 12-02-1858 heightened the 
prestige and reputation of rebels. It also wounded 
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up the British. The rage and wrath of British knew 
no bound. Captain Forster came to Sambalpur 
on 29-03-1858 to relieve Captain Leigh. Major 
Forster made a sudden and surprise attack on 
the fort of Ghess with enormous force. There was 
deep silence in the village when they arrived at 
Ghess. No one was there, no one was found. 
Everybody concealed himself either in the distant 
village or hide in the deep forest. That again 
enraged the British soldiers. They burnt the entire 
village into ashes. Such cruel and unkind activity 
of the British soldiers was intolerable and 
unbearable for the villagers. Folksong is also not 
silent on this inhuman and brutal activity of British 
soldiers. 


Bahalar Kaenri Tal Durke Dise Lal, 

Budha-Samrie Budha Balden Ladile Chaul, 

Kuser Barir Khuchi, Bauns Badir Khuchi, 

Madan Singhar Ladhei Dekhi Saheb Palala Ghuchi, 
Risen Misen Aela Saheb Ghess Dela Pudei, 

Parja Rahele Gan Gahali Bariha Rahela Jharen 
Anthe Rakat Buhi Gala, 

Sua Rangen Bahu-ga, 

Kunjal Singhar Maren... 


Finally, British soldiers caught the old 
Zamindar Madho Singh. It is said that, Madho 
Singh was caught while going to Matia Bhata 
village secretly. He was taken to Sambalpur and 
without proper trial he was hanged to death. At 
the age of 72 he became a martyr. It is said that 
Bijepur Zamindar was instrumental in this 
conspiracy of capturing Madho Singh. It is 
mirrored in the folksong even today. 


Jharire Jhara, 

Sahaj Patar Chhai, 

Budha Jamidarke Dela Dharei 
Jharire Jhara 

Saheba Nauchhe Buhi 

Dharala Lukar Paenle Pata 
Jharire Jhara Sardetin Sabu Katha. 


During this historical period of fighting 
against the Britishers, some did not extend their 
cooperation to the rebels; rather acted as 
informers on behalf of Britishers. For example, 
with the help of Sarang garh Raja Sangram Singh, 
Britishers could capture Kamal Singh. Sangram 
Singh was awardedand was given the title of 
"Chief Feudatory." Sarcastically this incident has 
been depicted in the following Jaiphula folk song. 


Jaiphula Lo, Jai Janglia Kanta, 

Saheba Deichhe Muthae Tanka Muthae Tanka, 
Jaiphula Lo, Khagla Phitai Paka, 

Benkar Khagla Jhaakamaka, 

Jaiphula Lo, Rani Bandh Jhakamaka. 


Narayan Singh was the Zamindar of 
Sonakhan. He revolted against the Britishers and 
was defeated and captured by Lt. Lucie Smith. 
In the month of December 1857 he was 
executed. His Zamindari was confiscated and 
made over to Maharaj Sai, who was the Zamindar 
of Deoree. In fact, Maharaja Sai, Binjhal by caste 
was anephew of Narayan Singh. In 1857 revolt, 
Narayan Singh was hanged by the British due to 
the help rendered by Maharaja Saito the British. 
His son Gobind Singh was also arrested and 
transported to Nagpur jail. In July 1859, he was 
released. He swore to take revenge ofhis father's 
death from Maharaja Sai. 


Gobind Singh had married Purnima, the 
only daughter of Kunjal Singh. After this 
happening, Gobind Singh became an admirer and 
follower of Surendra Sai. At that time, his father- 
in-law Kunjal Singh with Surendra Sai and other 
rebel colleagues had taken shelter in Sunabeda 
plateau of Khariar due to tough action taken by 
the British in Sambalpur region. Sunabeda was 
declared as 'Rebel Land! by the British. 


One day, Gobind Singh asked Surendra 
Sai for help to kill Maharaja Sai. It is said that 
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Surendra Saisent his 120 rebel colleagues with 
Kunjal Singh, the father-in-law of Gobind Singh 
to support Gobind Singh in his mission. On 
16.07.1860, they marched and assaulted 
Maharaja Sai in his residence and killed him. His 
house was ransacked and his two daughters and 
one son-in-law were kidnapped. Major E. K. 
Elliot, the Commissioner of North Province 
declared rewards of Rs. 500 and Rs. 250 for 
capture of Gobind Singh and Kunjal Singh 
respectively. Subsequently, Gobind Singh was 
caught and executed by the Britishers. 


Purnima was, very much in love with her 
husband. She could not tolerate this incident. She 
could not believe that her husband was killed and 
became mad. Out of her sense, she used to go to 
the jungle in search of her husband. This incident 
is still in the mind of the people in this area. This 
event has been found in the folksong, which is 
usually sung by the Binjhals during their marriage 
ceremonies. 


Jharire Jhara, Pani Gala Kuren Kuren, 

Raja Sui-achhe Jahal Ghare, 

Jharire Jhara, Pagli Nuruchhe Jhare, 

Nain Kanda Sua, Ni Kanda Sari, Ni Kanda Sari, 
Jharire Jhara, Tor Raja Aibe Phiri... 


This is also reflected in another folksong. 


Pani Gala Kure Kuren Re 
Rasa Niali Mali 

Raja Sui Achhe Jahala Gharen 
Pagli Nuruchhe Jharen Re 
Rasa Niali Mali... 


British Government applied all methods to 
suppress the movement. They failed because 


people loved Surendra Sai and supported his 
cause. British tried to seize and destroy the 
standing crops in order to cripple the resources 
ofthe rebels. So, rebels had to collect and store 
up ration in large quantity. Zamindars, Gountias 
and common people were not only conniving with 
their rebellious activities but also supported them 
with food and other resources and kept every 
fact about them concealed from the notice of the 
British and their spies. The rebels in their secret 
settlements and at their strategic places and 
mountains, used to keep in stock huge quantity 
of food stuff and hundreds of cattle. The 
mountains to which food stuff were supplied was 
called "Adha-Dungri". 


Aha Mor Putki Chara Baulire 
Aha Mor Putki Chara, 
Adha-Dungrike Lamuchhe Bhara, 
Adha-Dungrike Lamuchhe Bhara. 
Dhara Padigale Dara Baulire, 
Dhara Padigale Dara... 


In view of the analysis made above, we 
may say with no hesitation that oral literature like 
folk songs depicts social reality and these folk 
songs have also some historical values. 
Accordingly, we should honour such oral 
literature. 


Dr. Chitrasen Pasayat lives at 152, Vijay Vihar, Nuagaon 
Road, Sishupalgarh Post Office, Bhubaneswar-75 1002. 
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The Veteran Trio 


Woman is the embodiment of sacrifice and 
suffering and her advent to public life should 
therefore result in purifying it .... It is a serious 
problem the enlightened daughters of Bharat Mata 
are called upon to solve .... They must apply 
methods suited to the Indian genius and Indian 
environment. Theirs must be strong, controlling, 
purifying, steadying hand, conserving what is best 
in our culture and unhesitatingly rejecting what is 
base and degrading. This is the work of Sitas, 
Draupadis. Savitris and Damayantis, not of 
amazons and prudes-rightly remarked Gandhiji 
in Young India dated 17.10.1929. 


True to the words of Gandhiji, women folk 
of Orissa mainly under the leadership of Sarala 
Devi, Rama Devi and Malati Devi Choudhury 
came out from their age-old slumber and devoted 
themselves wholeheartedly to the task of national 
movement. The upsurge of this nationalistic spirit 
among the Oriya women was, in fact, kindled by 
a galaxy of social reformers and nationalists who 
appeared in national political scenario during the 
later half of the 19th century and early phase of 
the 20th century. 


When the story of the freedom struggle in 
Orissa unveils, the names of three veteran 
personalities often come to our mind. They are 
Sarala Devi, Rama Devi and Malati Devi, the 
veteran trio who had to fight relentlessly and 
ceaselessly to throw the shackles of British power. 


Jayanta Kumar Das 


Sarala Devi was part of a generation of 
singular distinction in the history of Orissa. Born 
and bred ina typical orthodox society, she defiantly 
came forward to oppose the prevailing social 
customs particularly 'Purdah system!’ which had 
been eating into the vitals of our society. 
Vigorously opposing 'Purdah' she attended a 
public meeting in 1921 and spoke against 
untouchability and purdah system. Her superb 
strength of mind, tremendous courage and 
remarkable will-power unnerved everyone and 
her public appearance became a topic of 
discussion for everybody. During Salt Satyagraha 
in 1930, she was imprisoned while she was on 
her way to Huma to break the salt law, which in 
its wake caused a stir among the Oriya women. 
To grant economic freedom to the women, she 
organized a movement. Whenever she found 
injustice was being done to anyone, she openly 
condemned it without bothering for its 
repercussions. From 1937 to 1940 when she was 
a member of Legislative Assembly, she tried to 
her utmost extent to fight against injustice. 


Her achievement did not confine to this 
above. Even in the sphere of literature, she had 
made her mark. A prolific writer, she contributed 
a good number of articles to various journals and 
one could see her research work in the shape of 
"Ray Ramanand’, 'Sarala Das Mahabharatare 
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Nari Charitra' and'Viswa Biplabmni'. In recognition 
of her contribution to literature, she was made 
Secretary of Utkal Sahitya Samaj from 1943 to 
1946. Her role to keep the Cuttack branch of All 
India Women's Conference functioning is 
praiseworthy. To her, the movement for the 
awakening of Oriya women was more important 
than anything else. 


Malati Devi Choudhury was a powerful 
figure in the political firmament of Orissa during 
the 1st halfofthe 20th century. During her younger 
days, she came under the spell of Rabindra Nath 
Tagore. The patriotic songs like 'Sunara Bangala’, 
"Banga Vanga' and the clarion-call of Gandhyji for 
non-cooperation had an impact on her to a large 
extent. 


She organized a Youth Association at 
Bagalpur and used this as a platform for her fight 
against untouchability. When civil disobedience 
movement was launched, she joined the Salt 
Satyagraha at Inchudi and Kujanga and for 
violation of salt law she was imprisoned in 1930. 
She was also involved in picketing at foreign-cloth 
shops, liquor and Opium shops. When the news 
of Gandhiji's arrest came, Malati Devi staged a 
hartal in front of Ravenshaw College appealing 
the students from not entering into the college. In 
Cuttack District she started collecting money for 
Satyagrahis. When Salt Styagraha came to a halt 
following Gandhi-Irwin Pact in 1931, she 
organized lady volunteers in Cuttack District and 
trained them in activities like drill, flag hoisting and 
learning Hindi language. She was arrested twice 
again in 1932 for treason. In 1937-38 she took 
active part in Prajamandal movement at 
Dhenkanal, Talcher and Nilagiri. She became a 
member of AICC in 1942 and again she was put 
behind bars and had to remain in jail till 1945. 
She became a member of the Constituent 
Assembly and when the reports of communal riot 


came from Nuakhali, she went there and worked 
with Gandhyi for bringing communal amity. 
Coming under the influence of Thakkar Bapa she 
resigned from the Constituent Assembly and 
wholeheartedly devoted herself to the task of 
tribal upliftment. At Angul she started a residential 
school named 'Baji Rout Chatrabasa' for tribal 
children. 'Utkal Navajeeban Mandal' was 
organized under her leadership and she had to 
travel areas like Koraput, Phulbani, Keonjhar and 
Ganjam to make an on the spot study of tribals. 
This shows her love and compassion for the 
distressed. She was a Gandhian in true sense of 
the term. 


Born in the year 1899 Ramadevi 
dominated the socio-political scene of Orissa for 
more than halfa century. During her childhood 
days she was visibly moved by the spirit of 
nationalism. coming under the influence of 
Mahatma Gandhi, she started wearing khadi and 
concentrated on spinning and enrolling people as 
Congress members. By indulging herself in these 
constructive works with unwavering dedication 
and selfless sacrifice she joined the fray of non- 
cooperation. On the appeal of Gandhiji to donate 
ornaments for the cause of freedom, Ramadevi 
donated around 100 tolas of gold for satyagraha. 
This shows her spirit of magnanimity and 
generosity for the cause of the people. An ardent 
supporter of Gandhian philosophy, she spent her 
youthful years at Alakashram near Jagatsinghpur 
where she devoted herself to the promotion of 
khadi and upliftment of women and children. 


Her uncommon bravery and astute 
diplomacy shown at Kaliapata near Kujanga 
during the famous Salt Satyagraha in 1930 
beggars description. She had to undergo eight 
months of imprisonment in Bhagalpur central jail. 
While taking the oath of Purna Swaraj on 26th 
January 1932 she was again arrested with her 
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son and convicted in kidnapping case. After her 
release from jail, she devoted herselfto Haryan 
welfare. With the formation of Rastrabhasa 
Prachara Sabha in 1933, Rama Devi worked hard 
for the propagation of Hindi in Orissa. Gandhiji 
was so much impressed by her personality and 
dedication once he said to have remarked "I have 
fallen in love with this lady of remarkable ability." 


Whenever succor was needed to mitigate 
the sufferings caused by epidemics, floods, 
cyclones and droughts or communal riots, 
Ramadevi and her co-workers were ever ready 
to extend all possible help and nourishment. As a 
true Gandhian, she was a fearless advocate of 
Gandhian ideals in politics and social service. She 
is affectionately called 'Maa' in every nook and 
corner of Orissa even today after her death. There 
need be no better sobriquet for this legendary 
figure. 


On Gandhiji's instruction, she moved to 
Bari, a flood prone area around 75 kms from 
Cuttack and engaged herselfin constructive work. 
Rama Devi brought to the people of Bari 
Gandhiji's message of self-reliance through khadi, 
cattle care, bee-keeping, village sanitation, adult 
education and health care. She played a 
pioneering role in the sphere ofbasic education 
in Orissa. The Quit India call given by Gandhiji 


drew Rama Devi into the vortex of politics. But 
on that very day she was put under arrest and 
had to undergo nearly two years of imprisonment 
in Cuttack jail. 


When she visualized that freedom is 
approaching fast, she switched over to social 
work for the rest of her life. In 1952, she worked 
wholeheartedly in the Bhoodan and Gram Dan 
Movement under the leadership of Acharya 
Binoba Bhave. 


These veteran trios rising above the narrow 
societal taboos played a key role in bringing about 
transformation in our socio-political set up. 
Thanks to their guts and courage. At every 
movement of their life they did what they felt was 
right and just. Though all of them have passed 
into the pages of history but history cherishes the 
contributions and services rendered by these three 
valiant ladies of uncommon character and will for 
the cause of our long lasting freedom. 


Jayanta Kumar Das is a Asst. Commissioner of 
Commercial Taxes, Bhubaneswar-II Circle, Bhubaneswar. 
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Capt. Sir Dr. Maharaja Krushna Chandra 
Gajapathi of Paralakhemundi, 
KCIE, LL.D., M.L.C. (1892-1974) 


Indeed, the much-respected Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathi, the late Maharaja of 
Paralakhemundi was the noblest among 
noblemen. He has rightly been described as the 
founder of Orissa State. This patriotic son of 
Orissa dedicated his life for the unification of the 
State of Orissa. Skilfully, he got amalgamated the 
Ortya-speaking tracts, which were dismembered 
into four different Provinces for over three 
centuries. He is fondly remembered as the 
architect of modern Orissa to this day. 


Mere words cannot describe the far- 
sightedness, philanthropy and epic sacrifices of 
Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi. As a pioneer 
of the Oriya Movement, he spent in millions from 
his own royal treasury, for the cause of Orissa 
State formation and its development. He put forth 
the demands most forcefully for a separate Orissa 
State before two Round Table Conferences of 
the British Government in London in 1931 and 
1933. He remained a dejected person with his 
retinue in London's Dorchester Hotel, when his 
efforts took time to attain the desired result. 
However, one night in his dream, his Istadevi, 
Goddess Manikeswari assured him of ultimate 
success. He continued his untiring efforts and truly 
enough, the Oriyas were granted a separate State 
in the year 1936. 


Gopinath Gajapathi 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi had his 
formal education at Parlakhemundi under English 
tutors of the I.C.S. cadre and thereafter he 
pursued his higher studies at the exclusive 
Newington College in Madras, run by British 
educationists. He ably provided a multi- 
dimensional leadership to Orissa and was 
unanimously elected the First Prime Minister or 
Premier of Orissa (as Chief Ministers of Indian 
States were then known). In the old State Capital 
of Cuttack, he was instrumental in the 
establishment of the Utkal University, the Medical 
College and also the famous Central Rice 
Research Institute, which is one of the biggest of 
its kind in Asia. He set up many schools, colleges, 
industrial institutions, modern agricultural farms 
and provided a record number of 1281 irrigation 
sagars or water-tanks in his agriculturally- 
dominant native taluk. This stupendous effort was 
mainly responsible for the undivided Ganjam 
District earning the enviable hallmark of being the 
rice-bowl of entire Orissa. Scholarships were 
awarded to thousands of poor and meritorious 
students for pursuing studies in humanities, 
science, agriculture, medicine, engineering, etc. 


With regard to social service, Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathi constructed roads, built 
choultries, hospitals, medical sub-centres and 
public shelters for the needy and the poor in his 
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home-town of Paralakhemundi. His patronage to 
Oriya literature, art, music, culture, sports, games 
and horse-riding (in which sport he himself 
excelled) are exemplary. He extended the Narrow 
Gauge Railway Line from Paralakhemundi to 
Gunupur, for providing basic travel service to the 
Orissa-Andhra Pradesh border areas. 
predominated by adivasis, harijans and the 
downtrodden. His widely-acclaimed historical 
Gajapathi Palace, constructed in 1843 by the 
British Architect, Robert Fellowes Chisholm, 
stands tall as a heritage edifice in the heart of the 
picturesque Paralakhemundi town. The more- 
recent summer palace named Basant Niwas 
Palace (now the property of the Government of 
Orissa) designed by German experts, is another 
architectural marvel and is situated on the tranquil 
banks of River Mahendra Tanaya flowing nearby. 


Further, Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi 
was the Honorary Captain in the First World War. 
He was recipient ofa rare Sanad in 1920 from 
the then Viceroy and Governor General of India, 
in recognition of his services rendered to the 
Indian Army during the Great War and as a mark 
of approbation. The title of Maharaja was 
awarded to him, as a personal distinction by H.E. 
Lord Willingdon, Viceroy and Governor General 
of India in the year 1936. He was Member of the 
Royal Commission on Agriculture, under the 
Chairmanship of HE. Lord Linlithgow. 
Furthermore, he was also Member ofthe Madras 
Legislative Council. Honorary Doctorates by the 
Utkal University and the Berhampur University 
were awarded to him. The prestigious 
Knighthood of K.C.LE. was also conferred on 
him by H.M. the King of England. He was one 
among the founding fathers of the Indian 
Constitution, being a Member of the Constituent 
Assembly of India as well. His contribution to 
horse-racing and his encouragement for horse- 
breeding in India are notable. He was the proud 


owner of the celebrated and champion English 
race-horse, Rock of Gibraltar and the famed 
Indian-bred, Balchand, the winner of the Indian 
Derby in 1957, to name just a few. He was a 
senior member of the leading Race Clubs as well 
as Social Clubs in the country. 


To recall precisely the philanthropic deeds 
of Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi is no easy 
task. He made liberal donations to the Pasteur 
Research Institute at Coonoor, the Coimbatore 
Agricultural University, the Indian Red Cross 
Society and also made generous contributions to 
a few industries in Orissa State founded by the 
political colossus of Orissa, late Biju Patnaik. 
Interestingly, when Biju Babu was interned in the 
Cuttack jail during British Rule, Shri Krushna 
Chandra Gajapathiis on record to have negotiated 
with H.E. Lord Wavell for his close family friend's 
speedy release. The indebted Biyu Babu graciously 
returned the compliments later on, by declaring 
in the year 1992 the formation of the new Gajapati 
District in memory of his mentor the Maharaja, 
who in fact, had nurtured Biyu Babu since 
childhood. The name of Shri Krushna Chandra 
Gajapathi adorned several Boards of corporate 
institutions in the country. He was the hereditary 
trustee of many religious temples and institutions, 
for whose management and maintenance he 
exercised special care. His birth anniversary is 
celebrated on the 26th April every year throughout 
Orissa State, with much devotion and traditional 
fervour. As the pinnacle of posthumous glory, he 
was befittingly honoured by the Government of 
India, when his commemorative postage stamp 
was issued during his birth centenary year in 
1992. 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi was 
married and his consort, the late Maharani hailed 
from the Raj Parivar of Kharswan. They were 
blessed with two sons and two daughters, all of 


Orissa Review * January - 2009 


whomalas, are no more. The famous words "the 
old order changeth, yielding place to new" could 
not have been more true. His eldest son, late Ram 
Chandra Gajapathi, the former Yuvaraj of 
Paralakhemundi was a keen sportsman and an 
ace marksman with his rifles and shot-gun. His 
younger son, late Madhav Sundar Gajapathi. the 
former Rajkumar of Paralakhemundi. a graduate 
from Madras University, was a reputed 
sportsman and had the distinction of representing 
India in the game of golf. 


Ultimately, death snatched away the 
worthy son of Orissa and Sri Krushna Chandra 
Gajapathi passed away very peacefully on the 25 
May, 1974 at the age of 82, leaving behind 
numerous relatives, friends, admirers and well- 
wishers to mourn his irreparable loss. He was 
accorded a state funeral by the Government of 
Orissa and was cremated with full honours at 
Paralakhemundi, popularly referred to as the 
"Palace Town". In accordance with the Law of 
Primogeniture, he was succeeded by his eldest 
grandson, Shri Gopi Nath Gajapathi, a Chemical 
Engineer and a former Member of Parliament 


from the Berhampur Constituency for two 
consecutive terms of the Lok Sabha, between the 
years 1989 and 1996. 


Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi was a 
rare personality, who laid much emphasis on 
punctuality and discipline as the watchwords to 
future progress. He played a pivotal role in the 
unification of Ortya-speaking areas and formation 
of the State of Orissa. Little wonder that more 
than 30 million people of present Orissa State 
have a strong emotional attachment with their 
beloved Maharaja. Thus, the name of late Shri 
Krushna Chandra Gajapathi, the pride of Orissa 
will live on, not only deep in the hearts of his 
people, but also inspire the future generations, 
beyond slightest doubt. 


Gopi Nath Gajapathi, former M.P., is the grandson of 
Shri Krushna Chandra Gajapathi, late Maharaja of 
Paralakhemundi. He lives at Gajapathi Palace, 
Paralakhemundi-76 1 200, District of Gajapati. 


ORGANISATION OF JOB FAIR BY STATE EMPLOYMENT MISSION 


State Employment Mission has organised an Employment Assistance Camp at OSAP Ground, Jharsuguda on 
23.12.2008 as a maiden attempt as per the instructions of the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Orissa. This Camp has 
been designed specially for the post of Security Guards in Private organisations. Prominent Placement Agencies 
dealing with recruitment of Security Guards under the ageis of Central Association of Private Security Industry 
(CAPSI) and others have participated in this camp. As per the reports available 2966 number of candidates 
attended this Employment Assistance Camp and 1256 candidates have been issued job letters. 


State Employment Mission with the full support of the District Administration has organised this 
Employment Assistance Camp. For successful organisation of this event District Employment Officers took 
all possible steps for massive publicity for large scale attendance of the interested candidates. Jharsuguda 
District Police administration extended all possible support for maintaining law and order during the programme. 
District Labour Officer and the Officials of the E.S.I. organisation gave their full assistance for its successful 
organisation. 


Special initiative has been taken to ensure that the recruited candidates are given salary as per the 
minimum wages rate. Under present employment scenario, organisation of such type of Employment Assistance 
Camp would be helpful to the job seekers. 
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Loknath Gartia : An Unknown 
Associate of Veer Surendra Sai 


During the British Raj, people who sacrificed their 
lives for the cause of our motherland were 
popularly known as freedom fighters. While 
people were alert about the oppressive foreign 
rulers, they were united in different platforms to 
achieve their goal. Some persons were 
remembered in the pages of history and some 
remained in obscurity inspite of their valuable 
contributions for the cause of the nation. One 
among such notable figures was Loknath Panda, 
who later on came to be called as Loknath Gartia. 
Although Rampella, a village 20 kilometers away 
from Sambalpur, is declared as his birth place, 
the real date of his birth is yet to be confirmed. 
But from the writings of Aniruddha Das and Dr. 
Nabin Kumar Sahu's "Veer Surendra Sai" it is 
presumed that Loknath Gartia, son of Gangadhar 
Panda was born most probably on 28th 
November 1809. 


A man of good sense and sound judgment 
Loknath Gartia retained a singular personality for 
himself. During his lifetime he distinguished himself 
as an iron man ready to leap into any sphere of 
struggle meant to establish justice. Supporting 
Veer Surendra Sai and his adherents he tried to 
free his motherland from socio-racial oppression. 
Surendra Sai and his brother Udanta Sai went to 
Hajaribag Jail by killing the Zamindar of Rampur. 
However the sepoys opened the jail at the time 


Dr. Saroja Kumar Panda 


of the mutiny and released Surendra Sai and his 
brother. From that time Surendra Sais' continuous 
struggle was started against the Britishers. 


The first act of the new Government was 
apparently neither judicious nor conciliatory. The 
revenue was at once raised by one-fourth 
indiscriminately without considering the 
capabilities of the villagers. Those who held 
villages entirely rent free were assessed at half 
rates, without any reference to the period for 
which the grant had been held or to the terms of 
the tenure. Assignments in money or grain from 
the revenue of villages were resumed as well as 
assignments of land in villages. Great 
dissatisfaction was consequently created at the 
out set and so seriously did the Brahmins, who 
formed a numerous and powerful community look 
upon it that went in a body to Ranchi to appeal 
without obtaining anyredress. The land settlement 
was made by the British Government in 
indiscriminate principle. In the year 1854, a land 
settlement was made by Government where rent 
was hiked to one fourth. 


Loknath Gartia as a clever and influential 
person at the same time, leaves his great influence 
in Sambalpur politics. Dhruba Sai, Medini Sai, 
Loknath Gartia, Sradhakara Mallik, Mrutanjaya 
Panigrahi, Jagabandu Hota were found guilty and 
sentenced to transportation of life with forfeiture 
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of their properties. The royal proclamation of 
amnesty was declared but failed. Surendra Sai 
and his supporters were withdrawn from the 
struggle and got their property. Here we may 
mention that some of his contemporaries 
misleadingly criticized Surendra Sai as a power 
seeker aspiring to occupy the throne of 
Sambalpur. 


But eminent historians of the region still hold 
the view that the throne of Sambalpur was never 
part of Surendra Sai's dream. In this connection 
Aniruddha Das writes that his struggle against the 
British was not in quest of power, but only for the 
freedom of the nation. In the meantime the 
interference of Major Impey gave a new turn to 
the situation, as his policy was quite successful in 
bringing the rebels into the mainstream. Loknath 
Gartia was one of the notable beneficiaries of this 
policy, as he was a foremost associate in the 
rebellion led by Surendra Sai. Astonishingly, the 
man who was about to be hanged in 1857 on 
account of his fight against the British was 
acclaimed with the title of the Landlord (Zamindar) 
of 19 villages in which he continued for 40 years. 


However all those changes remained 
temporary, for soon after the death of Major 
Impey, his liberal policies lacked current. In result 
Surendra Sai and his associates like Loknath 
Panda, Kamal Singh, Dhruba Sai, Mrutunjaya 
Panigrahi were got arrested. They were found 
guilty as per the official records and were taken 
to the Court of the Commissioner of Chhatisgarh 


for trial. The court sentenced almost all of them 
to imprisonment, where Loknath Gartia died. 


Opinions differ regarding the death of 
Saheed Loknath Gartia in a state of confinement. 
Further what makes it even more controversial is 
the official report of his death sentence two years 
after his death. While the official letter mentioned 
20th Septmber 1869 as the date ofhis death, the 
Letter No.3011 received by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Sambalpur, was dated 21st 
September 1871. It had mentioned heart attack 
as the cause of his death. This leads many to 
suspect the real story surrounding his death. Some 
believe that following his strong voice against the 
British he was ill treated and left to suffer in a 
neglected state by the jail authorities and this was 
the real reason behind his death. 
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Contribution of Oriya Women to the Indian 
Freedom Movement 


The emergence of Oriya women in the struggle 
for India's freedom struggle is a sensational 
chapter. There fiery patriotism, supreme valour 
and gifted organizational abilities are written in 
letter of gold in the annals of the Indian freedom 
movement. 


Labanya Devi, the wife of advocate 
Loknath Bahadur of Puri founded a Women's 
Association at Puri called Mahila Bandhu Samiti. 
It had the primery membership ofa few prominent 
ladies from the elite classes. Involved exclusively 
in the literacy activities of women this association 
gave recognition to women's talent and creativity. 
In March 1921, Mahatma Gandhi addressed 
various public meetings in Orissa. He also 
addressed a small gathering of women at Vinod 
Vihari, Cuttack. Towards the end of 1921 
Sarada Devi, with her husband visited Kanika 
where the tenants were agitating against there pro 
British Jamindar as well as the British authorities. 
Rama Devi (wife of Gopabandhu Choudhury) 
Hiramani Devi attend Gaya session of the Indian 
National Congress held in the 1922. Calcutta 
session of the National Congress held in 
December, 1928 was attended by Rama Devi, 
Sarala Devi, Sarojini Choudhury (daughter of 
Fakir Mohan Senapati), Janhavi Devi and Kokila 
Devi. 


Balabhadra Ghadai 


The famous salt Satyagraha in the year 1930 
involved hundreds of women activists like Sarala 
Devi, Kishorimani Devi, Malati Devi who came 
out from the seclusion of their homes to join 
Congress demonstration for manufacturing salt. 
A few weeks after the Dandi March began. 
Gandhiyji said, "the impatience of some sisters to 
join the good fight is to me a healthy sign. In this 
nonviolent warfare, their contribution should be 
much greater than man's. To call women, the 
weaker sexis libel. Ifby strength is meant moral 
power, then women is immeasurably man's 
superior" The effect was miraculous. The 
awakening of women redoubled the energy and 
activities of the Satyagrahis. As soon as the 
Satyagraha started at Inchudi, Rama Devi, 
accompanied by Malati Devi, Annapurna Devi 
and Kiran Bala Sen reached the Satyagraha camp 
at Balasore. Hundreds of women camped under 
the spell of their amazing enthusiasm and 
leadership. On 20 April, 1930 they led a long 
procession of women to the Satyagraha center 
and violated the Salt Law. It infused new life and 
lustre to the mass upsurge. Rama Devi, Annapurna 
Devi, Malati Devi and other women volunteers 
visited Srijang and encouraged the women folk 
of that area for violating Salt Law. Many Oriya 
ladies also took active part in preparing salt at 
different centers like Tundra, Boita, Inchudi, 
Kuanpur, Keligaon, Rasulpur and Kasha. Huge 
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quantity of salt manufactured at different centers 
were brought to Balasore for sale. 


The involvement of Rani Bhagyabati 
Patamahadei of Kujanga in the Salt Satyagraha 
drew special attention. Thwarting the vigilance of 
a magistrate and the police party, Rani 
Patamahadei, Rama Devi and many other 
volunteers crossed to Kaliapata in a boat in the 
cover of the night. Hundreds of women following 
the ideal of their patriotic Rani came forward to 
prepare contraband salt. Sarala Deviand Malati 
Devi made extensive tours and drilled ideals of 
Satyagraha into the minds of the women folk 
throughout Ganjam area. About onefourth of the 
participants were women who willingly joined the 
struggle. 


Through women's participation in 
Salt Satyagraha, Gandhiji continued to exhort 
women to channel their political energies into 
constructive work. Sarala Devi, Rama Deviand 
Malati Chowdhury were the first among hundreds 
of women arrested along with the male leaders. 
During their term in Kuntala Kumari Sabat, a 
patriotic poetess infused revolutionary spirit into 
hearts of the people though her writings like 
Ahwana (calling) and Sphulinga (particles of fire). 


Gandhiji's Padayatra in May, 1934 
had a profound impact on the women of Orissa 
for they were called upon to fight the evils of liquor, 
boycott foreign clothes and discard untouchability. 
Inspired by Gandhiji's teachings, Rama Devi and 
her associates participated in the development of 
Khadi and village industries. They organized 
besetting of foreign clothes and picketing before 
liquor shops, while Malati Devi carried on the 
Congress Socialist movement with her husband. 
Sarala Devi become a member of the First 
Legislative Assembly of Orissa from 1937 to 
1944. In 1946 Malati Devi was elected to the 
Constituent Assembly of India. 


The political activities of the Oriya women 
reached its zenith during the period of Quit India 
Moment. On the 8th August, 1942 the All India 
Congress Committee at the Bombay Session 
resolved to launch the Quit India Movement to 
cast a final blow against British Imperialists. Many 
Congress workers including Malati Chowdhury 
represented Orissa. The next day all the Congress 
leaders from various part of India who had 
assembled at Bombay were arrested. Malati 
Choudhury along with Surendranath Dwivedy 
escaped the police dragnet and went into hiding 
in order to keep up the moment active and 
energetic. 


On the same day in Cuttack and some other 
places of Orissa 24 leaders including Rama Devi 
were arrested. The Government through 
Notifications Nos. 137 and 147 dated 9 August, 
1947 declared all Congress institutions in Orissa 
as illegal. With much difficulties Malati 
Chowdhury arrived in Cuttack on 12 August, 
1942 and laid the foundation of the August 
Revolution in Orissa. On account of the 
revolutionary activities and tireless efforts of 
women the August Revolution became very 
popular and energetic. Eminent women like Malati 
Choudhury, Rama Devi, Sarala Devi, Annapurna 
Maharana, Mangala Devi, Suryamani Devi, 
Gunamanyari Devi, Champa Devi, Pravabati Devi, 
A. Laxmibai and many others contributed 
immensely in making the Quit India Movement a 
grand success. 


After the attainment of Independence on 
15 August, 1947 women like Rama Devi, Malati 
Devi, Sunamani Devi, Annapurna Moharana 
joined the Sarvodaya Movement started by 
Vinoba Bhave. The contributions of Rama Devi 
as a social worker and Malati Devias a saviour 
of the tribal masses is very rare in history. 


Balabhadra Ghadai is the Principal of M.K. College, 
Khiching in the district of Mayurbhanj. 
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Human Sacrifice in Feudatory 
State of Ranapur 


Orissa became the first language based separate 

province in India on the day of Ist April 1936. 

The newly formed province of Orissa consisted 
of six districts namely Puri, Cuttack, Balasore, 

Ganjam, Koraput and Sambalpur alongwith 26 

feudatory states. From 

administrative point of view 

the province of Orissa had 

been divided into two 

parts namely Gadajat and 

Moghulbandee. The 

Gadjat kings were ruling 

the feaudatory states 

accepting the British 

suzerainty where as the 

Moghulbandee area was 

directly ruled by the 

Britishers. In order to keep control over the 
Princely States, the British Govt. had appointed 
Political Agents to be vigilant regarding the 
administration of Gadjat kings. The rulers of 
feaudatory states were duty bound to deposit the 
annual 'Peskas' (fixed revenue imposed by the 
English rulers) in British treasury and in turn the 
British Govt. had agreed to protect them in case 
of internal strife, agitation and external aggression. 


The ruler of Ranapur State, his Dewan, 
Daroga and other Amalas were exploiting and 
oppressing the poor subjects by imposing 


Braja Paikaray 


excessive taxes, denying personal freedom, 
human rights and dignity. The subjects were living 
with perpetual Fear and anguish. 


The evilsystem of "Bethi" (wage free labour 

by the subjects for the ruler), "Bheti" (presentation 

given by the subjects 

for Raj Darshan); 

"magan" (compulsory 

collection of money 

from subjects on the 

eve of observance of 

any function in royal 

family), "Najarana" 

(money presented to 

the king under 

compulsion at the time 

of royal visit to any village of Ranapur State), 

"Rasad", (Forcible collection of money and food 

articles at the arrival of royal guest and British 

officials to Ranapur) and "Narabali" (Human 

sacrifice before deity Maninag) were in vogue in 
the feaudatory state of Ranapur. 


The human sacrifice before 'Maninag' (The 
presiding deity of the king) was prevailing with 
royal sanction behind the same. The poor subjects 
did not venture to raise their voice against injustice, 
oppression, exploitation and rampart corruption 
of the ruler and his subordinates. Out of 26 
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feaudatory states of Orissa, the ruler of 
Dhenkanal, Talcher, Nilagiri and Ranapur had 
bad-reputation for their misrule and mal 
admmnistration. 


The king of Ranapur, Raja Krushna 
Chandra Narendra Bajradhar Mohapatra a 
paralytic patient having little education was 
completely unfit to rule the state. His oppression 
had crossed all limits. The subjects were living in 
a terror-stricken at mosphere in the whole month 
of "Magha" due to the evil system of human 
sacrifice before Maninag deity. 


The Sabar king (Adivasi Chieftain) 
Biswabasu was the first ruler of Ranapur and had 
established the dynastic rule in this state. From 
ancient times Goddess "Maninag" is being 
worshipped by the royal family and is considered 
as the presiding deity of Ranapur king. Being 
biased with a blind belief that "Maninag" would 


be pleased to bestow boon to the royal family if 
human blood is offered to her, the "Narabali" or 
human sacrifice had taken its shape at that point 
oftime. Due to the extreme selfishness of the ruler 
and in course of time it became a tradition in the 
State of Ranapur. 


The human killers of Ranapur princely state 
were known among the subjects in the name of 
"Maghamasia" and "Tantiakata" (throat cutter). 
The killers are called "Maghamasia" as because 
they use to kill the human beings during the whole 
month of "Magha" and offer their blood to 
"Goddess Maninag" every day. The" Tantiakatas" 
were enjoying vast landed properties called "Rakta 
Patta Jagir" offered to them by the ruler of Ranapur 
feaudatory state. The illegitimate sons of the king 
born out of his maid servants were usually 
preferred for the job of "Tantiakata". 


Before starting the killing expedition on the 
auspicious day of""Pausa Purnima" the Tantiakatas 


assemble in the royal place of Ranapur to enjoy 
the special prepared Manda cakes (Traditional 
Oriya cakes prepared in each and every Oriya 
house in festive occasions). These manda cakes 
are much bigger in size than the usual one. One of 
these cakes contain a small knife in it. The 
"Tantiakata" who finds the knife in his manda cake 
is usually accepted as the leader of the killers for 
that particular year only. 


The "Tantiakatas" usually move in groups 
in lonely forest paths in search of their prey. The 
unfortunate person who happens to be found 
alone was taken away forcibly by the human 
killers whose blood was offered to the deity. They 
were also adopting another novel method for 
catching their prey. In the dead ofthe night they 
used to enter into the back yard of the house of 
the villagers and produce the jingling bound of 
"Tipa" (made out of Bamboos and being tied 
around the necks of cows and buffaloes for 
producing the sound). Ifthe house owner came 
out of his house with a wrong notion to drive out 
the cows from his haystack, he was forcibly taken 
away by the "Tantia Katas." 


The human killers were taking away their 
victim to the deep forest and used to lay him on 
the ground and trampled upon his body 
vigourously till he became unconscious. Then the 
victim's legs were tied on the branches ofa tree 
keeping the head downwards to the ground. Then 
a "Damphan" (an iron instrument) was thrust on 
inside the nostries of the victim as aresult of which 
fresh human blood oozed out from thevictim's 
nose. The blood was collected in bamboo pipes 
and was being offered to "Maninag" by the throat 
cutters. 


Deeply moved by the sorrowful plight of 
the poor subjects, the legendary rebel leader of 
Ranapur Rebellion Saheed Dibakar Parida in his 
revolutionary poem "Jagi Utha" had given a clarion 
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call to the people to defy and put an end to the 
inhuman practice of human sacrifice before 
"Goddess Maninag". For better appreciation of 
the readers the exact historic stanza of the poem 
"Jagi Utha" is given below. 


"Tantiakatar Maghamasi Bagha 
Fandi kebe aau chalibani 
British Golam Anyaya Lagam 
Dhandi kebe Ame Manibani." 


In English version the meaning of the 
historic stanza of the poem would be as follows :- 


"Let us not tolerate the human sacrifice by the 
throat cutters further. Let us defy all unjust orders 
of the ruler, who is a slave to the Britishers." 


The people of Ranapur princely state got 
united under the dynamic leadership of rebel 
leader Dibakar and his close friend Raghunath to 
put an end to the evil system of Bethi, Bheti, 
Magan, Rasad, Najarana and human sacrifice as 
well as to wipe out the injustice, oppression and 
exploitation of the ruler. The rebellion took 
gigantic form in course of time. The rebel leaders 
were offered to accept bribe and high positions 
in state machinery of the king on the condition to 
stop the agitation. But patriots Dibakar and 


Raghunath were determined to wipe out every 
tear from the eyes of the poor subjects and 
remained unmoved in the face ofall hurdles. When 
the tactics of bribe failed the ruler became 
aggressive. In order to suppress and crush the 
rebellion, the king sent secret message to the 
British political agent Major R.L. Bezelgettee 
regarding the Praja rebellion and sought his timely 
help to crush the same. In course of events the 
political agent rushed to Ranapurgada to suppress 
and quell the rebellion but was beaten to death 
by the agitating subjects. The British Govt. 
became revengeful and the ruler of Ranapur was 
divested of his regal power by Englishmen. 


The rebel leaders Raghu - Dibakar were 
arrested and hanged on 4th April 1941 in 
Bhagalpur jail of Bihar. Their martyrdom and 
supreme sacrifice did not go in vain. The evil 
system of Bethi, Bheti, Najaran and human 
sacrifice before "Goddess Maninag Durga" were 
wiped out ftom Ranapur soil for all time to come. 


Braja Paikray lives at 342/B, Barabari (Jagamara) 
Po- Khandagiri, Bhubaneswar-30. 
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Tradition of Palm Leaf Manuscripts in Orissa 


Introduction 


The word "Tradition" comes from the Latin 
word "Traditio" which means "to hand down" or 
"to hand over". In Archaeology a tradition is a set 
of cultures which appear to developed from one 
another over a period of time. Traditional 
knowledge is an authority system. It set out the 
rules governing the use of resources, respect, and 
an obligation to share. It is dynamic, cumulative 
and stable. It is truth. Some time tradition is 
preserved in artifacts handed over by father to 
son and mother to daughter. In indigenous 
knowledge systems, there is usually no real 
separation between secular and sacred 
knowledge and practice. They are one and the 
same. In virtually all of these systems, knowledge 
is transmitted directly from generation to 
generation. The history of writing in Orissa is very 
old, may be it is older then the script.' The process 
of writing was started when figures, decoration 
and different types of letters were inscribed on 
the stone, soil, sand or imperishable material. As 
time passed, they were written on the materials 
which were easily available and durable at the 
same time. In this process, sometimes the leaves 
of certain trees were also used. In Eastern Orissa 
palm leaves and bamboo leaves were used as a 
writing materials where as in Western Orissa were 
used only palm leaves as a writing material.” In 


Ramesh Meher 


North India, Birch bark or Bhuja patra was used 
as a writing element. Like many other eco-friendly 
inventions of ancient and medieval India, the 
discovery of palm leaf as a medium had far 
reaching consequences. Above all this tradition 
ensures continuity of the habits of mind, which is 
called the mental culture ofa community. 


Sources of palm leaf manuscript 


Before the advent of paper, palm leaf was 
one of the most important source of writing 
element. This was used for writing and painting in 
South and South East Asian countries. Orissa is 
not an exception to it. Absolutely large collations 
of palm leaf manuscripts are preserved in the 
custody of many of the old libraries, temples, 
monasteries, learned institutions and in a few 
cases private individuals.* They depict various 
aspects of ancient Orissan history and culture. 
Therefore, the preservation of palm leaf 
manuscript is an obligation and a responsible duty. 


Characteristic features of palm leaf as a 
writing element 


Palm leaf is an extent element for record. 
When compared with good quality hand made 
paper, it is found three times stronger then the 
hand made paper.* Palm leaf having very good 
tensile strength, is even better than that of good 
quality ledger paper. Its folding endurance is 
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almost nil in the case of very old and dry leaves.° 
It has poor resistance to wear and tear and hence 
it is not suitable element for histological study. The 
palm leaf consists of epidermis consisting of thick 
walled cells. 


Choice of leaf 


In Orissa, people have chosen the palm 
leaves to prepare the manuscript which are just 
about to open. Tender green leaves of different 
varieties of palm trees are selected and cut. These 
cut leaves are then dried in a controlled manner 
and seasoned. 


Processing of Palm leaves 


For the preparation of palm leaf as writing 
material, it is processed in order to make the 
leaves suitable for writing. It is known as 
seasoning. Several methods of seasoning are 
applied to the palm leaves in various regions. In 
Western Orissa people hang their palm leaves in 
their kitchen, take them out and apply turmeric 
paste to them. In some parts, leaves are dried 
completely under the sun and are then kept under 
the mud or silt of a pond for 10-15 days. After 
this, they are removed cleaned and dried again 
under the sun for some time and finally a paste of 
turmeric is applied on the surface of the leaves. 
In some parts of Western Orissa, the palm leaves 
are allowed to boil with paddy husk and then they 
are cleaned with soft cloth and kept alternately 
under dew and sun for a few days. They are 
polished and cut into the required size. 


Skill of Writing on Palm leaves 


The art of writing on these leaves was 
unique for which no ink or pen was required. The 
stylus (thick metal needle with a sharp point) was 
used to inscribe or engrave letters on the palm 
leaf. To write on the palm leaf, the leafis to be 
supported by the fingers of the left hand. The 
stretched forefinger and the thumb pressed the 


palm leaf so that the leaf will not shake or move 
during the time of the writing. The thumb and the 
forefinger are kept on the leafin a '"V" shaped 
angle.° The middle finger of the right hand moves 
the stylus, using the cut thumbnail as a lever, in 
smooth, light pressured, rounded movements to 
incise evenly sized writing in the leaf. It was 
expected that the stylus was to be held in proper 
position by its user and the right pressure to be 
applied so that the leaf would not be torn. Then 
lamp black is applied on the surface of the palm 
leaves. In doing so the letters became more 
conspicuous and they could be read more easily. 


Drawings and Images 


Besides floral designs, animal and bird 
motifs were used sometimes for the borders of 
palm leaf pages. Nature has been depicted in 
various ways in those folios. For example in 
Vaishnava texts symbols like Shankha (conch), 
Chakra (wheel) and Nama (red mark on fore- 
head) are drawn which are associated with Lord 
Vishnu. Similarly a manuscript of Ramayana 
possess the coronation picture of Lord Ram on 
the cover. Shaiva text are generally decorated 
with Shivalinga as well as with sketches of the 
sacred bull called Nandi. 


Colour used and Their Composition 


Black: Lamp (carbon) black mixed with 


wood apple gum. 


Red pigment: Ground Cinnabar (iron oxide) it is 
locally known as Hingula. 

White: Burnt conch shell powder mixed 

with plant gum. 


Yellow: Prepared out of the adhesive of 
wood apple mixed with Turmeric 


powder. 


Ground juice of Indigo plant leaves 
mixed with some plant gum. 
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Ground bean leaves, mixed with 
plant gum. 


Green: 


Name of the Adhesives and Process of 
making 


In ancient and medieval periods, people 
were using original plant adhesives, suchas starch 
paste, wood apple gum, Bel gum, etc. Starch is a 
commonly used adhesive material which is applied 
as a binding factor for ink. It is a slimy substance 
of rice, maize, wheat and potato etc. Wood apple 
gumis also a plant gum whichis nearly colourless 
and soluble in water. Bel gum is also a plant gum. 
It is collected from Bel fruits. 


Name and Types of Tools used 


In early times people were using tron tools, 
sharp pointed iron stylus for engraving and hatchet 
for cutting leaves from the tree. Terracotta pot 
was used for boiling water, chisel, bodkin and 
drill for preparation of wooden cover board. 


Stone plates and stone were used for preparation 
of pigments. 


Technology of Storing Palm leaf Manuscripts 


In ancient and medieval periods most of 
the manuscripts are stored in the temple or in the 
place of worship of the house. The stake or 
wooden planks were used for the storage of the 
palm leafmanuscripts. For the preservation of 
the manuscripts the indigenous materials such as 
Ghodabacha powder, Emblic myrobalan powder, 
Belleric myrobalan Powder, vitex negundo leaves 
Powder, Neem Leaves powder, Cinamon oil 
powder, black pepper powder, pipali powder etc 
were kept beside the manuscripts for better 
protection. Some people were storing their 
manuscripts in the bamboo baskets. They were 
keeping storage area clean. During the Nabanna 
Ceremony they were cleaning all their manuscripts 
and the store. At that time, all the palm leaf 
manuscripts were properly read and recited by 


the people. Till now we follow the above 
indigenous materials in the manuscripts storage 
to protect manuscripts from the damaging agents. 


Role of Copyist 


Copyists, known as Lipikaras or scribes 
(writers) were divided into three categories. 
Some were professionals (self employed). Some 
were appointed by the king and the administrators 
to do this job, while some others undertook it as 
a hobby and practice copying leisurely at home, 
in mathas or in other educational centres. Since 
the third group was not that qualified or 
experienced as the first two, they were generally 
committing grammatical as well as linguistic errors. 
The palm leaf manuscripts on Shrutis (Vedic 
Texts), Smritis (Dharmasastra), the Puranas 
including Ramayana as well as Mahabharata and 
Bhagabata were presented to scholars of 
respective field, so that they could recite and 
interpret them during public discourses. This 
undertaking was meant to achieve merit (punya) 
and to spread popular education. Most of the 
temples, mathas had a specific time in the 
afternoon or evening for this purpose. 
Agnipurana records an important verse in this 
regard. 


"Puranam bharatam Vayapi Ramayanam tathaiva Cha 
Likhitva pustakam datva muktibhuktim avapnuyat".’ 


Importance of Palm leaf Manuscripts 


The palm leaf manuscripts are most 
important sources of the historical events. Many 
scholars refer the manuscripts for their research 
works. Inthe palm leaf manuscript we find most 
important knowledge of our traditional life style. 
In Ayur Vedic and medicinal manuscripts we can 
find the names of medicinal trees, which are 
available in our environment. Tillnow, we use 
these types of trees for medicinal purposes in our 
life. In "Bhagabata" , "Ramayana", "Mahabharata", 
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"Vayupurana", "Matsya purana" etc. we also do 
find evidences of certain historical events, which 
are very much helpful in our research work. It 
may be said that without reference of the palm 
leaf manuscripts a research work is said to be 
incomplete. So, the palm leaf manuscripts are very 
important sources of our research works. 


Conclusion 


In Orissa, palm leaf manuscripts were in 
use at large till the reign of Rama Chandra Deva, 
Mukunda Deva, Divyasimha Deva, etc.? 
Foreigners (whether travelers or ambassadors) 
were very much impressed with the tradition of 
writing and copying on palm leaf manuscripts in 
India. Quite often they wrote about this in their 
travelogues. In 1442 C.E. the Persian 
ambassador Abdur Razzak wrote about a 
dafterkhana (wing or annex of documents) where 
a number of writers were engaged to write down 
accounts on palm leaf.'° Similarly the Portuguese 
traveler Duarte Barbosa has expressed surprise 
over the scribe's briskness of writing with the stylus 
on long and rough palm leaves.'' From the above 
discussion it is clear that the palm leaf writing 
tradition was very old in India as well as Orissa. 
In Orissa also palm leaves were being used as 
writing materials since very early period. A large 
number of palm leafmanuscripts are also available 
in these parts. It is time now to preserve and save 
valuable treasures of our nation. 
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Chilika and Legend of 
Goddess Kaliyjai 


The Chilika lake is the largest brakish water lagoon 
in the continent. The panoramic view of the Chilika 
and the landscape makes the spectator spell- 
bound. The scenic splendor and brazen sky 
makes a man poet. The sunset is quite worth 
enjoying with the mountains and the sanguine 
bloodstained sky. The blue watered Chilika is a 
bounty of nature. The poet Radhanath has written 
a poetry on it "The Chilika". 


Its Origin 


As to the origin of this largest brakish water 
lagoon, it is an extension of Mahanadi Delta. 
(‘Fauna of Chilika' - Zoological survey of India - 
1995). The other view suggests that the heaps of 
sands gathered by the Tidal waves framed it to a 
lagoon. The research scholars and the scientists 
suggest this to be the origin of Chilika. In summer, 
Chilika is at about 905 square kilometres in area 
and in rainy season, it is almost 1165 sq.kms. 
The salinity in summer varies from | to 27% and 
in monsoon it varies from .5 to 5%. Many rivers 
like the Salia and the Kushbadu meet Chilika. The 
mouth of Chilika merges with the Bay of Bengal. 
The confluence is the mouth where the Chilika 
merges with the sea. 


The Chilika is a holy place of pilgrimage 
(Tirtha). The reason is obvious. The sacred rivers 
run and meet Chilika. Second, it was by the lotus 
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feet of the mother goddess Kalijai (Kali). During 
the Mohammedan aggression Lord Jagannath was 
shifted to the lap of Chilika for safety and security. 
That is why Chilika is a holy shrine. Third, the 
historical Kanchi invasion during the rule of Sri 
Purusottam Dev was made through this lake and 
the legend now stands as the mute witness 'Manik 
Patna’ and 'Dahikhia’. This is the living history of 
Orissa's victory over Kanchi. The Chilika was 
hed the lotus feet of Sri Jagannath and Balabhadra 
in the guise of chief generals of the Orissa army. 
For this Chilika itself is a holy place. 


Nalaban (Birds' Sanctuary) 


Nalaban is known as the shrine of birds. 
Birds from remote places like Siberia, Canada, 
America and Australia come in flocks to the 
Chilika for food and shelter in winter. Govt. has 
declared this area in Chilika as Birds' Sanctuary. 
Birds in lakhs come to Chilika during the beginning 
of October. Almost 221 varieties of birds are seen 
in winter. It is a natural habitat for the birds. 


A new mouth has been opened recently 
bythe Government of Orissa. The present survey 
shows that the salinity is increasing day by day. It 
may stake the whole marine world of the lake. 
The life ofthe fish and fauna may be jeopardised 
in the change of the living condition. The pollution, 
the drainage and the constant netting alongwith 
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the power driven boats have become a threat to 
the animal world of the Chilika who are to be 
perished in the new living conditions. 


Irrawardy Dolphins - Now, the irrawardy 
Dolphins are the centre of attraction to the tourists. 
This particular variety of Dolphins are seen in the 
Chilika. Chilika is their natural habitat. 


The Pollution and Hazards 


The ecological condition is fast changing 
and worsening day by day for prawn culture in 
the heart of the Chilika. Though the Government 
of Orissa has banned prawn culture, the ecological 
base and the living world of fauna and flora have 
been devanged. Many species in the water space 
are on the verge of extinction as the recent survey 
has pointed out. However, not with despondency, 
but with robust optimism the mission to save 
Chilika is never bleak. the past which is ebbing 
away should be buried for a sanguine future. 


The Island Called Parikud 


Within the Chilika lake, the island is called 
Parikud. Parikud consists of 96 Mouzas. It is a 
sum total of about 120 revenue villages and some 
hamlets. Parikud is confined to the block area 
Krishna Prasad Panchayat Samiti. The entire land 
mass runs some 50 kilometres from Samantraypur 
to Jahaikuda and Mahinsa Brahmpur. It is 
sorrounded by Chilika and the sea at the other. 
Parikud is a vast landmass with fertile cultivable 
lands. 


Beforehand this area was under the king 
of Bankad (now Banpur). The royal heritage 
started in Parikud from 1774. The defeated Raja 
of Bankad Sri Harisevak Mansingh came to 
Parikud and established his empire at Parikud, 
Gurubai. The capital was known as Nrusinghgarh 
at Gurubai. After that Raja Bhagirathi Mansingh 
shifted his capital to Krishnaprasad. There is a 
legend suggesting that a milkman who informed 


the king about the crane killing an eagle, the king 
was fascinated to shift his capital to this place and 
the capital was, named after 'Krishnaprasad'. It 
was during the period of Bhagirathi Mansingh who 
erected the royal palace in the year 1798. The 
king also donated a village for Brahmins (sasan) 
which is known as Bhagirathipur Sasan. 


In the year 1803, British General Harcourt 
was marching from Madras. In Madras we 
witness the North Harcourt and the South 
Harcourt district. The Army General Harcourt 
with his large troop started from Madras towards 
Khurdha. As there was no communication to 
Khurdha, he marched on the seashore. They did 
not know the way to Khurdha. The people of 
that time were patriots. They were not prepared 
to show them the way to Khurdha for their ill- 
intention. One person from Malud, Fateh 
Mohammad who was in charge of the ferry, 
agreed to show them the way with some 
conditions. Fateh was in charge of the ferry. It 
was near Kandakhai where Chilika was very much 
dangerous General Harcourt agreed with Fateh 
who made the condition and Fateh showed the 
way to Puri. In turn he was rewarded with a vast 
stretch ofland from Malud to Sunamuhin. This is 
known as the 'Namak Haram Jagir". It is a sort of 
Jagir or gift in token of love for playing treachery 
with the mother soil. This Namak Haram Jagir 
was awarded by the British Government to Fateh 
Mohammad of Malud. 


The area of Parikud and Malud was very 
much under-developed. But with the advent of 
the new time a road has been constructed from 
Humma to Puri which is a very short route to Puri. 
Now in Parikudgarh at least 5 telephone towers 
are installed. Before the Government banned the 
prawn culture, people of Parikud at least earned 
something handsome for their livelihood. For 
violence and unnecessary law and order situation, 
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the Government of Orissa banned the prawn 
culture. 


The population of Parikud is now at about 
1,20,000. The main occupation of this place is 
farming and fishing. The fishermen community live 
on fishing in Chilika and others are farmers. For 
catching prawn and cultivating it, the controversy 
has started ending in firing. However the 
Government of Orissa has banned this and peace 
is prevailing. The Mother Goddess Kalijai and 
Chilika is under the Tehsil of Parikud (Krishna 
Prasad Tehsil). 


Due to the communication link and the 
spread of education Parikud has advanced at least 
and no more a place for punishment. 


The Kalijai 


The Kalijai, the goddess on the mountain 
sorrounded by the vast stretch of blue watered 
Chilika lagoon isa scenic beauty and a holy shrine. 


People from time immemorial are 
worshipping the deity. The faith in general is that 
she saves the life of the crew on the deck. She is 
the centre of all hope, assistance and aspiration 
of the crew on the vast strtch of water where life 
is helpless. She is the symbol of symphony of life. 
This maritime expedition is only possible by the 
grace ofthe deity. 


The Mother Goddess, the Kalijai is the 
centre of attraction. People in lakhs come to see 
the holy place of 29 acres of mountain within the 
Chilika lake. It is a unique spot in the state for 
tourism. Mother Goddess Kalijai is Kali, the 
source and the first 'Mahavidya' of 
"Dasmahavidyas". According to a poem by Pandit 
Godavarish Mishra, Jai - a girl was coming to 
marry in Parikud. The boat was capsized in the 
rough stormy water. She met her tragic death and 
became the deity Kalijai. It is the imagination ofa 


poet but there is no supporting fact or a legend 
corroborating the whole state of affair. It is only 
the creative imagination of the writer. A girl, 
without fulfilment of her dreams, desire and 
ambition can never be a deity or a Goddess. It 
can either be termed as a spirit or a spectre. A 
girl of Banpur coming to marry at Parikudgarh, if 
at all is true, we would have been able to trace 
the exact nativity of the both, the bride and the 
bride-groom. Hence it is a fiction. The 
metamorphosis of Jai to Kalijai is that is why not 
a tenable proposition. But the poetry is a unique 
work ofart. "The History of Parikud" (1930) by 
Radha Charan Panda states that Sri Harisevak 
Mansingh, the king of Bankad (Banpur) came to 
Parikud in the year 1779 after being defeated by 
the Raja of Khurdha. His son Sri Bhagirathi 
Mansingh was attacked by the king of Khurdha. 
The king of Parikud surrendered in the lotus feet 
of the mother Kali. Dr. Panda has stated that this 
temple was erected by Sri Jagannath Mansingh 
of the then king of Bankad in the year 1717. The 
State of Parikud is also a part of Bankadgarh. 


During that period, a large number of 
Flamingos (a kind of bird 4'6" in height) alighted 
in the Chilika and marched forward. The army of 
Khurdha presumed it to be a vast army deployed 
in the Chilika and fled away. The people opined 
that Kali made the king victorious (Jayi). So She 
was named Kalijai. 


Makarmela is celebrated with great pomp 
in the holy shrine of the Kalijai. This is the only 
popular festivity here. Lakhs of devotees flock 
here for celebrating Makar Sankranti. The Raja 
of Parikud worships the Mother Goddess as his 
saviour. Let the Mother Goddess Kaliyai bless 
us. 


Ramesh Nanda lives at 403LB, Bhimatangi, 
Bhubaneswar-2 
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Role of Media in Nation Building 


In any democratic country the media plays a vital 
role in creating, moulding and reflecting public 
opinion. Over the years the media became so 
powerful that it soon acquired the status of "Fourth 
Estate" as it was aptly described by the British 
politician Edmund Burke. It also became so 
indispensable for the democratic functioning that 
Thomas Jefferson who was also the third US 
president (1801-1809) said, "were it left to me 
to decide whether we should have a government 
without newspapers or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesitate for a moment 
to prefer the latter". For the same reason our first 
Prime Minister, Jawaharlal Nehru declared "I 
would rather have a completely free press with 
all the danger involved in the wrong use of that 
freedom, than a suppressed or regulated press". 
In fact, the media touches almost every aspect of 
our public life. 


Media plays a very important and crucial 
role in enlightening and educating the people. The 
media can aid public involvement through 
advocating issue and transferring knowledge, skills 
and technologies to the people. Awareness about 
various rural development programmes, 
propagation of family planning could be spread 
by using the media. It made farmers aware of the 
new and improved methods of agriculture and 
protection of the crops. Media plays very 
emphatic role in awakening people against many 
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evils prevailed in the society like child marriage, 
killing of female unborn child, the evil practice of 
child labour etc. Through educational 
programmes, it can cover many students in a single 
platform. The University Grants Commission 
telecasts educational programmes benefiting the 
school and college students all over India. Media 
can ignite scientific temper among the students 
for development of science. The Government can 
use the media more effectively to make it an 
instrument of social change. 


Media has exposed a number of corrupt 
practices, hidden deals, thus putting a check on 
the cancer in the form of corruption in the society. 
The various news channels keep the vigilant 
citizens updated. They organize debates and 
group discussions about the current political issues 
in order to enlighten the people about the 
democratic process. Media serves as a bridge 
between the government and the people. The 
government's policies and actions are conveyed 
to the people, and the latter's views are forcefully 
expressed to make the authorities aware of the 
public feelings. It makes the policy makers aware 
of the wrongs that may otherwise escape 
attention. During the election period, the media 
can play very important role by publishing the bio- 
data of the candidates, which makes the general 
public aware about the candidates, to whom they 
are planning to vote. An impartial and fearless 
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media is the basic requirement for the success of 
democracy. 


Now-a-days media has become so 
powerful that it is in a position to make or break 
governments. It is usually conceded that John F. 
Kennedy might never have been the American 
President, were it not for his brilliant performance 
on television. The same is true about Barak 
Obama who led his Democratic Party to victory 
because of the dynamic confidence he projected 
over the internet. Heavy media emphasis on news 
about excess of Emergency brought about a 
change in the government in India. Even a 
powerful President like Richard Nixon was forced 
to leave the White House due to the exposure by 
media in the notorious Watergate scandal. 


The media has a distinctive role to play in bringing 
communal harmony which in turn will preserve 
the secular fabric of a democratic country. It also 
serves to highlight those issues which violate 
human rights. 


Media has led to the promotion of business 
through advertisements. The telecasting of latest 
updates about techniques of economy 
management are providing fruitful to trade and 
commerce. 


In the present era of IT Revolution, 
globalization and liberalization, the advent of 
internet and e-mail, has shrunken the globe to such 
an extent that the world can now be called a 
‘global village’. Media is helping global culture to 
be evolved. Through T.V. we journey across the 
globe in instants, see the people, their way of living, 
their fashion and tastes with out own eyes. Thus 
emerging on the horizon the concept of the global 
village. 


Two serious issues confront the media. 
First, the media is ushering ina cultural revolution, 
which is threatening the social and cultural integrity 
of the nation. The vulgarity displayed in the 


advertisements, the serials and the music videos 
should be checked because they reach the 
audience directly in home. The perverse depiction 
of women as glamorous props and objects of 
titillation and portrayalofrape as an exciting and 
adventurous act is considered in no small way to 
be responsible for the increasing atrocities against 
women. The present day goondaism, falling in love 
affairs by college and school boys and girls, opting 
revealing dress by the girls are some of the 
perverse effects of the present day movies. These 
are something which the media has to guard 
against. 


Second, there is an increasing tendency in 
a section of media to project trivial things in life, 
fashions of the rich and the over privileged, and 
to aggressively advertise a consumerist lifestyle 
beyond the reach of the majority. This happen to 
the exclusion of the attention paid to the problems 
of the masses, there sufferings and aspirations. A 
re-look at the role of the fourth-estate is the need 
of the hour. The media should work towards 
stories that generate confidence about creative 
potential of the grassroots. The media should be 
a partner in national development. 


One may conclude that despite these 
aberrations, the media does play a role in nation 
building. The owners and managers of the media 
must realize their responsibility towards society 
and aim to provide information that is clean, 
transparent and reliable. There are many things 
that are wrong with the society, and the media 
should engage itself in the betterment of society 
and the nation as a whole. By addressing itselfto 
the needs of the people, it canstrengthen the very 
root of democracy. 


Siddhartha Dash lives at N-4-205, IR.C. Village, 
Bhubaneswar - 751015. 
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Soils of Jharsuguda District 


Jharsuguda district is situated in the north western 
part of Orissa state. It is surrounded by 
Sundargarh district in the north, Sambalpur in the 
east, Bargarh in the south and Chhatisgarh state 
in the west. Extending over an area of 220,000 
ha, it occupies 1.41 % of the states area. It 
receives 1652 mm of average annual rainfall. The 
district has only one sub-division (Jharsuguda) 
and 5 blocks (Jharsuguda, Lakhanpur, Kolabira, 
Laikera and Kirmira). It is one of the most 
important industrial district of the state with wealth 
of natural resources (mines and water). The most 
important rivers flowing through this district are 
Mahanadi and Ib, the water of which have been 
most helpful in setting a number of industries in 
this district. The Mahanadi reservoir formed by 
Hirakud Dam is adjacent to the block of 
Lakhanpur and Jharsuguda. The district can be 
marked into two natural physiographic divisions 
as follows. 


1. Northern Jharusuguda Plateau 


The entire Jharsuguda district except 
Laikera block comes under this physiographic 
division. The average height of this division ranges 
between 500 feet to 750 feet above the mean 
sea level.This division has no high hills but the 
terrain mostly comprising of high lands is quite 
undulating draining into the river Ib which is the 
most important tributary of river Mahanadi in the 
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Hirakud Catchment (Mishra 1972, 1988). The 
blocks included in this division are Kolabira, 
Kirmira, Jharsuguda and Lakhanpur. Many of the 
streams of this division directly drain into Hirakud 
reservoir. Lakhanpur block which forms the 
northern boundary of Hirakud reservoir has a 
number of such streams running in north-south 
direction. 


2. Eastern Kuchinda Plain 


Located on the north of the high hill ranges 
of Deogarh district and well-drained by the river 
Bheden and her tributaries (Mishra et al., 1984), 
this is a flat terrain, almost plain with high level 
lands those are quite extensive. This 
physiographic division comprises of the whole 
of Laikera block of Jharsuguda district and major 
parts of Kuchinda and Bamra blocks of adjacent 
Sambalpur district. The proportion of flat upland 
in this division in rather very high. In Laikera block 
it is as much as75 per cent of the total cultivated 
area which is the highest among all the blocks of 
the district. 


Soils 


Climate of the district is characterized by 
dry hot summer, monsoon rains and cold winter. 
May is the hottest month and December the 
coldest. The mean summer temperature is 380 
and mean winter temperature is 15oC. August is 
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the rainest month (Mishra and Mohapatra, 1996). 
The most important forest species of the district 
are Sal, Asan, Kusum, Kendu etc. Most of the 
district is based on Archaen rocks , such as 
gneisses, granites, mica schists and quartzites 
(Sarkar et al., 1998). Laterites belong to the 
tertiary system which are also observed in many 
parts of the district (Mishra, 1988). 


The agricultural lands of the district can be 
marked to have five prominent land forms such 
as hill, ridges, valley, level and stream terrace, 
which can be further divided into different land 
types, and sub-land types with distinct 
physiographic units (Mishra, 1985). However, 
broadly these could be classified as high land, 
medium land and lowland. 


The topography is mostly undulating 
comprising of ridges and valleys. At the ridge 
crest are the upland and at the upper slopes the 


bunded and unbunded lands are locally called as 
Att and Mal respectively which together 
constitute the high land. The valley bottom lands 
which constitute the low lands are called Bahal 
and the lower valley side lands constituting the 
medium lands are called as Berna (Mishra, 1985). 


Allthe five factors of soil formation (climate, 
vegetation, parent material, time and topography) 
have considerably influenced genesis of soils 
though influence of topography (indicating 
different landtypes) has been the highest. 
Consequently great variation in soils in different 
parts of the district is observed. These belong to 
the four orders according to the recent system of 
Soil Taxonomy such as Alfisols, Entisols, 
Inceptisols and Vertisols (Mishra and Mohapatra, 
1996, Sahu and Mishra, 2005; Mishra, 2007). 
However, as per the earlier system of 
classification these can be marked into the 
following two great groups. 


Laterite and lateritic soils 


In both the eastern Kuchinda plain and 
northern Jharsuguda plateau lateritic soils occurs 
extensively. This is chiefly attributed to the 
comparatively flat uplands favouring greater 
illuviation of tron and manganese and excessive 
leaching of bases. This is reflected in high soil 
acidity in all the five blocks of Jharsuguda district 
(77 % in Jharsuguda; 72 % in Lakhanpur; 78 % 
in Kirmira; 76 % in Kolabira and 72 % in Laikera 
block).Around the periphery of Hirakud reservoir 
low level ground laterites are observed which 
could be attributed to comparatively higher water 
table. 


2. Alluvial soils 


Alluvial soils are observed in limited areas 
of the district mostly occurring in levees of river 
Mahanadi and Ib. Besides localized ones along 
the stream terraces have stratified alluvial material 
deposited along the stream banks. 


Soil scape characteristics of Jharsuguda 
district 


The soils on different land forms vary widely 
in their characteristics as described below 
(Sarkar et al., 1998). 


Soils of hill slope : 


The soils occurring on moderately sloping 
hills are dominantly shallow to moderately shallow, 
somewhat excessively drained, loamy-skeletal to 
loamy-fine texture. They are moderately to 
severely eroded and have moderate stoniness; 
have low to medium A WC. These soils have been 
classified as Lithic Ustorthents. 


Soils of gently sloping lands 


These are deep to very deep, well drained 
fine loamy textured with moderate erosion and 
have medium AWC. They are classified as Ultic 
Haplustalfs. 
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Soils of very gently sloping uplands 


These land types are dominantly occupied 
by deep to very deep and well drained soils with 
loamy texture and medium AWC. They are slightly 
eroded and have been classified as Rhodic 
Paleustalfs. 


Soils of very gently sloping valleys: 


Soils occurring on very gently sloping 
valleys are moderately deep to deep, well 
drained , fine-loamy textured with moderate 
erosion. They are classified as Typic Ustochrepts. 


Fertility status of different blocks of 
Jharsuguda district 


Seventy five per cent soils of the district 
are acidic. The available nitrogen (organic carbon) 
status of Lakhanpur block is high where as in the 
other four blocks viz., Jharsuguda, Kolabira, 
Laikera and Kirmira it is medium. The available 
phosphorus and potassium status of all the five 
blocks is medium. 
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The Contemporary Relevance of Sri Jagannath 
Dasa's Srimad Bhagavata in Oriya 


Like Sarala Dasa's Mahabharata in oriya, Srimad 
Bhagavata of Sri Jagannatha Dasa is not a literal 
translation of the sanskrit original. But all the same, 
the Oriya translation of the Srimad Bhagavata by 
Sri Jagannatha Dasa is a marvel of creation with 
its sparkling originality and scintillating clarity. The 
Sanskrit Bhagavata was never so completely 
adapted by the readers and the people of Orissa 
as the oriya version of Sri Jagannatha Dasa was. 


The immense popularity of the book, as 
Dr. Manasinha asserts, "reminds one of that of 
the Authorised Version of the English Bible" (93). 


It is infact difficult to exaggerate the role 
and relevance of the Oriya Bhagavata (of Sri 
Jagannatha Dasa) inreinvigorating, remforcing and 
completely revolutionizing the oriya life and 
language. It is interesting to note that as per the 
1901 census Orissa enjoyed the highest position 
in literacy among all the states of India. All critics 
and historians ascribe this credit to the Oriya 
Bhagavata. 


Commenting on the massive popularity and 
influence of Sri Jagannatha Dasa's Oriya Srimad 
Bhagavata B.C. Majumdar wirtes : 


"There must be few books in the whole of Indian 
literature that can compare in depth and pervasive 
influence with the Oriya Bhagavata of Jagannatha 
Dasa." 


Dr Satyabrata Das 
Dr. U. N. Sahoo 


(Typical selections from Oriya Literature. 
Manasinha, 92) 


Sri Jagannatha Dasa was a contemporary 
of Sri Chaitanya. He was born at some closing 
moment of 15th century. Thus, his creative years 
mostly fell into 16th century. There is no document 
or any evidence available on his childhood and 
early youth until Sri Chaitanya noticed him. Hence, 
as the matter stands, this literary and creative 
genius was in obscurity till one fine moment when 
"Sri Chaitanya met him under the so-called Kalpa 
Bata within the precincts of the Jagannatha temple, 
reciting there his recently composed Oriya 
Bhagavata to illiterate folk" (Manasinha, 91). 


Sri Jagannatha Dasa was almost of the same 
age as Sri Chaitanya. Soon after their chance 
meeting under the Kalpa Bata there grew a lasting 
spiritual kinship between the two that developed 
into a warm, life-long friendship. Sri Chaitanya 
was an avid admirer of Sri Jagannatha Dasa. He 
in fact called him "Ati Badi" ("very great" in 
Bengali). Thereafter Sri Jagannatha Dasa has been 
widely knownas Ati Badi Jagannatha Dasa. His 
historic creation, the ortya Bhagavata, continues 
to shine brilliantly through ages with its great 
spiritual fervor, ethical values, literary finesse and, 
above all, its phenomenal liberating dynamism. It 
serves as an unfailing guide to everyone to cruise 
the troubled and murky ocean of life. 
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It is fascinating to study the very context 
and background of the composition of the original 
Srimad Bhagavata in sanskrit. It came about a 
time when mankind was under a grave threat of 
degeneration. It was an atmosphere of complete 
gloom and despondency when lord Krsna 
succumbed to Jara's arrow. All the intellectuals, 
thinking responsible denizens were concerned 
about the situation and the impending 
disillusionment. In the Naimisharanya there was 
a congregation of 60 thousand Rishis (Wise men, 
intellectuals and philosophers). It was convened 
by Saunaka Muni and the key-note address was 
given by no less a genius than Sree Suta Muni. 
The issue was "Whither light!" It was a historic 
convention taken up in a note of extreme urgency 
as "righteousness" / "dharma" was facing imminent 
threat for want of light and guidance in the wake 
of lord Krsna's sudden disappearance. In the 
profound, thoughtful discourse of Suta Muni the 
message was loud and clear. As he asserted 
unequivocally : 


True, lord Krsna has gone back to his abode 
(Heaven); but there is no reason to panic. There 
is light. And that light is Srimad Bhagavatam like 
the shining Sun. (Srimad Bhagavatam : 1-3-44). 


The historic convention of Naimisharanya 
infused light and vitality into the moribund spirit 
of the whole Indian sub-continent and charged it 
with arenewed vigour. That had an electrifying 
effect on the drooping spirit during the most critical 
years that came during the transition between 
Dwapara and Kaliyuga. Srimad Bhagavata, 
undoubtedly, played the vital role in reviving, 
revitalising and sustaining the reghteousness and 
faith in mankind. 


Indeed, there are umpteen evidences in the 
Bhagavatam how this great treatise has helped 
resolving doubts, conflicts and scepticism of such 
spiritual giants like Sukadeva, Vyasa, Narada and 


Brahma. The illustrious origin of this great treatise 
goes back to the bank of the holy ganges where 
it (Srimad Bhagavatam) came out of the lips of 
Sukadeva in the spiritual fiesta organized by king 
Parikshita. 


That was no doubt a transitional phase of 
human history. Once again the mankind passes 
through a phase of terrible transition. The entire 
human race is threatened by an imminent moral, 
physical crisis. Terrorism (the term tends to have 
an ever-widening definition) hits mankind from 
every angle. Financial insecurity, physical horror, 
moral crisis arising out of reckless materialism (and 
in the complete absence ofa spiritual anchorage) 
has shaken the human race at its very core. An 
ever-growing sense of terror, insecurity, 
unpredictability, distrust and disillusionment take 
its toll. The 21st century man has become more 
fragile and more vulnerable than his war-torn 
traumatized counter-part of 20th century. 


The oil wells of Middle East have become 
the safest passage to hell. Money and wealth 
(instead of buying peace and pleasure) has become 
the surest means of losing rest and happiness. 
Thus, once again we see history being repeated. 
Once again we see the cry for peace and light. 
The situation once again calls for a massive moral 
and spiritual relief operation. 


The urgency is as grave as, rather more 
than, the phase of human history when the Indian 
sub-continent was reeling under an unprecedented 
moral and spiritual crisis after Sri Krsna's sudden 
demise. Hence, the only viable escape route out 
of this dead-end is to remember and follow the 
Srimad Bhagavatam. 


Trails of terror and the tentacles of violence, 
as such, are spread across the world from 
Kandhamal to Kandhahaar, and from New Delhi 
to New York. It has affected one and all; the 
poorest and the richest; the most helpless and the 
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most powerful. Even the top most man in the 
American Presidential House (the White House 
in Washington D.C.) loses his sleep, while the 
hapless vendor in the market place of Kashmir 
or Mumbaiis scared of losing his life. The filthy- 
rich stock-brokers in New York, Marhattan, or 
Dalal street Mumbai attempt to commit suicide 
as financial insecurity sends chill down their spine. 
Sceptre of terror haunts every soul, everywhere, 
every moment in to-day's world. On one hand, it 
is true that man has excelled in the field of 
materialistic, scientific achievements. He sits pretty 
at the very pinnacle of glory and success. But 
ironically, this man of 21st century on Moon and 
Mars has gone far behind the ancient man in the 
cave in his elemental animal instincts and 
senselessness. The reason: selfishness, distrust, 
fear and hypocrisy. 


If one is asked to define the life of modern 
man, one can only round it up with one word; 
STRESS or TENSION. From a school-going 
child to an octogenarian, every individual is 
affected by this disturbing syndrome today. What 
is the way out? How to get over this? Medical 
science, Psychiatry, the entire package of 
counselling and confidence-rebuilding measures 
prove ineffectual to handle the situation. Both the 
East and the West look around desperately, try 
to adapt the yogic therapy of the ancient Indians. 
But without adapting the basic life-style and the 
attitude ofthe ancient Indians all these cosmetic 
additions wont solve the crisis. And that precisely 
takes us into the ageless classic Srimad 
Bhagavatam. While the entire text is a very ocean, 
we canpick up a few lines to explain the originality 
and the relevance of Bhagavata for the materially 
drunk modern man. As Jagannatha Dasa rightly 
diagnoses : 


Exactly like water being drawn from the 
very bottom of the well, materialism and passion 
take away everybody's peace of mind and 
sensibility. (Bhagavata in Oriya). 


Asa panacea for all these, Sri Jagannatha Dasa 
suggests : 


"All should repose therr faith in Sri Krsna to liberate 
them from this terrible world". 


Elaborating further this point, the great saint 
says that to sanitise all complexities and impurities 
of mind one must attain detachment, 
disinterestedness, Bairagyaa. And Bairagyaa is 
the only and the surest path to happiness. Love 
can't generate froma heart without Bairagyaa. 
That explains how such words could come out of 
the lips of Jesus (Oh God, Forgive them...) who 
was being crucified on the Coss. This is an 
example ofthe highest manifestation of love that 
can come only froma detached soul- that is the 
very essence of Bhagavata. Hence, medical 
science, psycho-therapy or even yoga without a 
basic change in attitude and perception is like 
cooling the surface while the core remains as hot 
as ever. The impact is temporary and the result is 
doubtful. The surest path is the one that the holy 
Bhagavata prescribes : Batragyaa. 


Dharma, Artha, Kama, Moksya are the 
four founding pillars of the highest knowledge. As 
Jagannatha Dasa writes, Dharma leads to moksya 
(the first to the last) only when the two middle 
ones (Artha and Kama) are successfully 
overcome. That gives the realization of the 
transience ofthis worldly existence which liberates 
one from the worldly bondage and the fear of 
death. That is the mark of supreme knowledge. 
Ironically, the modern man is indulged in the Artha 
and Kama, and yet striving to attain Moksya. 
Hence the suffering. Bhagavata has the key. We 
must follow it. 


Dr Satyabrata Das is a Sr. Reader and Head Dept. of 
English, Ekamra College, Bhubaneswar 


Dr. U. N. Sahoo is a Sr. Reader, Dept. of Oriya, S.C.S. 
Autonomous College, Puri 
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IPR Issues 1n the Perspective of Development 
of Agriculture in Orissa 


Twenty first century is the century of knowledge, 
in fact century of mind. Innovation is the key for 
the production as well as processing of 
knowledge. A nation's ability to convert 
knowledge into wealth and social good through 
process of innovation will determine its future. In 
this context the issues of generation, valuation, 
protection and exploitation of intellectual property 
(IP) are going to be important all around world. 


In a knowledge economy, knowledge 
drives the economy and knowledge enriched 
product and services command price premia over 
comparable products with low embedded 
knowledge. So ina knowledge based economy, 
it is knowledge which has become a valuable 
commodity to be traded in and used to ones 
economic advantage. With the formation of WTO 
and globalization of the market, there is both 
opportunity and threat to knowledge in all forms. 
Greater internal connectivity among borders of 
countries has led to faster flow of knowledge, 
skills, information and products across 
boundaries. Greater accessibility has brought 
greater opportunities for increased trade and 
business in both national and international front. 
Simultaneously the fast disappearing barriers 
leading to free flow of knowledge and information 
across nations, possess a threat too. Free flow of 
knowledge is not bad but often it affects peoples 


Dr. Baburam Singh 


business and even the very means of livelihood. 
Only protected knowledge can generate wealth 
but not the unprotected ones. Hence protection 
of intellectual properties assumes greater 


significance. 


IPs are the creations of human brain which 
has value in trade and commerce. Different types 
of intellectual property include patents, copyrights, 
Trade Marks, Trade Secrets, Plant varieties, 
Geographical indications, Industrial design and 
integrated circuits. Owners of IP acquire exclusive 
rights over the use of their creations for a limited 
period of time. During this period the IP title 
holder can refrain others from using his creation 
without his consent license. This monopoly right 
over his creation provides opportunity for the IP 
owner to derive commercial benefit in the trade 
and commerce. After expiry of the protected 
tenure, the IP becomes the public property and 
available in public domain for use without 
restriction and the society can take full advantage 
of it. Grant of proprietary right on IP is in the 
interest of both creator as well as society in 
general. Protection of IP has many advantage viz., 
(i) it stimulates to investment in research and 
development; (11) allows flow of knowledge in the 
society; (iii) brings competition and ensures faster 
economic growth. 
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Considering IPR issues in the perspective 
of agricultural development of Orissa, it appears 
that there is vast scope looking to the rich human 
resource and R & D infrastructure available. 
Research and development units working in the 
field of agriculture and allied sectors can divert at 
least part of their resource for patentable research. 
This will facilitate generation of patentable 
technology and which can be protected under 
patent for commercial exploitation. This will not 
only help in improving the economic condition but 
also make them self reliant. While commercial 
exploitation and protection of technology will 
boost the economic condition of R & D units, 
availability of wide array of technology at the door 
step will offer a greater choice to farmers at a 
competitive price. This will pave the way for 
development of agriculture and allied sectors. 


Orissa rich in agro-biodiversity, has vast 
potential for plant variety development. Being the 
hot spot of rice and many other crops including 
medicinal plants, cucurbits. brinjal, pulses, the 
state is rich in genetic resources. Through the 
genetic manipulation of different crop species and 
their wild relatives either conventionally or through 
biotechnological approach, the state can produce 
wide array of plant varieties/transgenics for 
commercial exploitation. With the growth of 
biotechnological research units at different parts 
of world, coming days will witness more of 
development of transgenics that can meet the 
challenges due to climatic changes, environment 
pollution and enhanced production from unit land. 
Since technologies are now available for transfer 
of gene across taxa and there is greater scope for 
genetic manipulation, 21st century will witness 
trade of gene across boundary. Orissa being a 
gene rich state can derive full advantage from this 
trade provided suitable measures are taken for 
conservation and protection of genetic resources. 


Similar steps need to be taken in case animal, 
fish, and microbial genetic resources. 


Protection to traditional knowledge 
associated with agriculture is also required to 
forestall any attempt by other institutions/countries 
from acquiring illegal rights on them. This can be 
achieved through systematic survey, collection and 
publication in appropriate media including the 
digital ones. 


Enforcement of Protection of Plant 
Varieties and Farmers Right Act-2001 and 
initiation of registration of plant varieties since 
February 2007 provides scope of not only 
registering the extant plant varieties of the state 
developed by public/private R & D, units but also 
registration of farmers' variety developed by the 
farming community. Any community/group of 
farmers, farmers society, claiming to be the 
breeder and successor of breeder of any farmers 
variety can register their variety(ies) and derive 
full commercial benefit from their trade. Besides 
the act has also made provision to recognize and 
reward farmers/farming communities who have 
played the role of saviour of the genetic resources 
of any crop/species through their age old effort in 
conserving, maintaining the traditional varieties, 
land races and agro-biodiversity of crops. Funds 
are being provided from the national gene fund 
for rewarding gene saviours and for conservation 
of threatened genetic resources. State government 
should initiate appropriate steps in this regard so 
as to take full advantages of different provisions 
of the PPV and FR Act. 


Geographical indications (Registration and 
Protection) Act, 1999 provides protection (Gl) 
to geographical indications of the country. Orissa 
being a state-known for its excellence in art and 
craft and traditional knowledge can take this 
opportunity in its favour. Government has already 
initiated steps for the registration of Kotpad Saree 
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and Baragarh Saree dying technology under this 
act to protect the interest of producers of these 
two GI. Similar scope exists in the field of 
agriculture that needs to be identified and steps 
need to be taken for their registration at GI 
Registry Chennai. This will enhance the export 
potential of agricultural goods services and 
provide protection against misuse of GI by 
unscrupulous traders/unauthorized users. Literary 
creations, musical works, dramatic works, 
sculptural works, motion pictures, computer 
software, gene sequences etc. can be protected 
under copyright Act. Wealth can be generated 
from their protection and exploitation in the trade 
and commerce. Steps to boost such kind of activity 
and protection to both existing and new creations 
and exploiting them in commerce will definitely 
help to improve the economic condition of 
individuals agencies associated with such activity. 
This will facilitate flow of knowledge in the society 
and conservation of creations which are either in 
unsafe state or in a state of erosion. 


Wide scope also exists in the state for 
boosting design trade particularly in agroindustry 
sector. Design of agricultural machinery, 
equipments, containers of different agricultural 
product can be protected under Indian design Act 
2000 and can be commercially exploited for the 
growth and development of this sector. 


Agricultural Industries, food processing 
plants, traditional healers of disease can protect 


their IP even through Trade mark or Trade secret. 
Industries/Institutions providing services and 
goods can protect their goodwill in business 
through registration of trademark or through 
appropriate confidentiality agreement in case of 
protection intended through trade secret. 


All the above discussions are only a few 
illustration of many avenues available for 
development of agriculture in the state through 
generation, protection and commercialization of 
knowledge associated with agriculture and allied 
sector. Hope state can take full advantage of 
globalization process and IP regime to make it 
prosperous and developed in a highly competitive 
world. 
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Girls' Education and Adorable Living 


Education is everybody's human right. This is more 
relevant with regard to girl's education. No girl, 
however poor, however desperate her family's 
condition, is to be excluded from school. There 
is no acceptable excuse for denying her the 
opportunities to develop to her fullest potential. 


Kofi-A-Annon once wrote, "XXX millions 
of young girls never attend school at all, millions 
more never complete their education and 
countless numbers never receive the quality 
education that is their right. These millions of girls 
slip easily to the margins ofour society-less healthy 
than they could be, less skilled, with fewer choices 
in their lives and less hope for the future. As they 
grow into women, they are ill-prepared to 
participate fully in the political, social and 
economic development of their communities". 


Mr. Annon's observations are by words 
appropriate in so far as conditions of Orissan girls 
are concerned; we have been adopting policies 
and we have been experiencing how it fail to 
materialise. Tens of thousands of girls living in rural 
Orissa are grossly debarred from their right to 
proper education. Adorable living has always 
beena dreamto them, or even it would be proper 
to say that most of them can barely visualise in 
their dream what actually adorable living looks 


Banalata Debi 


like. Traditional culture and mindset of elders are 
often used as excuses to explain why expected 
results have not been achieved. But it does not 
stand up to scrutiny. Any drive to get girls into 
school has to be sensitive to the local context and 
unfortunately that has not been looked into yet. 


Education saves and improves the lives of 
girls and women, it enables them gain greater 
control of their way of living and provides them 
with better skills to render positive contributions 
to their societies. It also brings-forth steadfastness 
and decisiveness in them and enhances their will 
power. A properly educated girl grows into a self- 
reliant woman and adores decent living and 
influences her surroundings in placid positiveness. 
In that case alone, education and adorable living 
become two sides of a coin. 


Policy makers, statesmen, thinkers, 
philanthropists and guardians of communities 
should look into this aspect of education in the 
greater interest of lives and livings of girls. It has 
been rightly said that educating a girl is educating 
a whole family. And what is true of families is 
also true of communities and ultimately whole 
countries. But it should always be kept in mind 
that while formulating policy, stress should be 
given on how to monitor it. Methods of 
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implementations should be prescribed in 
accordance to the local context and most 
importantly awareness drives should be 
undertaken to involve community guardians. 
Selection of teachers is another vital aspect which 
should not be followed at random. Anybody who 
is just a job-seeker may not always be found 
suitable for teaching profession. Heritage teaching 
is stillanother very important factor that solves a 
lot of common problems in understanding 
education. From Orissa, we have examples of 
Gopabandhu Das establishing Satyavadi Vana 
Vidyalaya, Chintamani Swain establishing 
Madhusagar Vidyalaya and Ramakrushna Ray- 
popularly known as Kumar Bhai establishing 
Sovaniya Sikhyashram. All these schools are 
famous for their heritage teachings by groups of 
idealistic teachers who teach pupils the hymns of 
adorable living. 


Now coming back to the point of benefits 
of women education, it is unanimously admitted 
that in addition to its benefits for girls and women, 
education is a uniquely positive force with a wide 
ranging impact on society and human 
development. Debates continue whether primary, 


secondary or tertiary education should be the 
priority considering funding for education. But 
such debates distract from the essential issue for 
young girls, their right to a basic education. If they 
miss out this, they inevitably miss out secondary 
education and all the good that goes with it. 135 
million children between the age group of 7 to 18 
all over the world are without any education. Out 
of them more than 70% are girls. Gender 
disparity put the ratio of uneducated girls high. 


Decades of research provide substantial 
evidence of the link between expansion of basic 
education and economic development and girls! 
education has an even more positive effect 
expediting all round developments as educating 
girls ensure education for the next generation and 
healthier families. 


Let us hope that something tangible shall 
be done in this respect in the coming days. 


Banalata Debi is Headmistress of Rebadebi Sovaniya 
Sikhyashram, Sovaniya Nagar, Abhinab Bidanasi, 
Cuttack- 14 
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Fishery As an Enterprise - A Success Story 


S. N. Sarkar 


Smt. Jhina Parida, HSC 
W/o- Kamalakanta Swain 
Age-38 years 

At/Po- Bhagabanpur 

Via - Tendakuda 

District - Kendrapara 


She is heading "Maa Budhi Jagulei Women & Dairy Cooperative Soceity Ltd." as Secretary 
since November 2003. She is actively engaged in promoting Dairy Development, milk collection, milk 
chilling and women-empowerment in close association with Cuttack Milk-Union as well as OMFED. 


She is also a perfect house-wife and educating her two daughters, who are reading in 9th & 4th 
class. 


With a strong determination and hope she contacted the District Fisheries Officer and she was 
appraised regarding the different avenues of Pisciculture activities. After thorough discussion and proper 
consultation, she decided to go for seed production and marketing. So a scheme was prepared for 
hatchery and nursery management under K.S.K. 


The Asst. Engineer (Fy.) Office of the Deputy Director of Fishereis (C.Z) assisted her in 
construction of the hatchery and C.I.F.A. Scientists helped her in operation of the project. The District 
Fisheries Officer of course helped her throughout in linking the gaps. 


The project was sanctioned by K.S.K. (APICOL) and financed by SBI, Mahala for an amount 
of Rs.14.87 lakhs (11.50 lakhs by bank and 2.92 lakhs participation money). In the first year itself she 
has constructed 6 nos of tanks of 3.0 acre W.S.A. She has taken around 18 nos of different village 
tanks of approx. 6.0 acre W.S.A. on lease for nursery purpose. 


She had stocked more than 150.0 lakhs of spawn bringing from CIFA and produced almost 
30.0 lakhs of fry. She has already sold 20.0 lakhs of fry and 2.0 lakhs of fingerlings with oxygen 
packing in polythene bag. She was able to breed catla and Rohu in happa and produced 40.0 lakhs of 
spawn. 


She had a hope to achieve at least Rs.3.0 lakhs gross profit this year. But the devastating flood 
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wiped out her hope and all the left out fish fry, fingerlings, Brooder washed away causing heavy damage 
to newly constructed ponds. 


But she did not lose her hope. Her patience and determination made her able to breed common 


carp in the month of November and to produce 5.0 lakhs of spawn. 


By taking all the efforts she arranged a grand opening ceremony of her hatchery on 19.11.08 


where the following eminent persons were on the dias. 


BO OO! eels SON eS eh 


Sri B.P. Sahoo, PD, DRDA, Kendrapara 

Dr. A. Eknath, Director of CIFA 

Dr. B.K. Das, Senior Scientist, CIFA 

Sri B.C. Mohapatra, Senior Scientist, CIFA 

Dr. P. Routray, Senior Scientist, CIFA 

Sri G.B. Parida, Deputy Director of Fisheries (C.Z), Cuttack 

Sri P.K. Pradhan, District Fisheries Officer, Kendrapara 

Sri B.C. Mohapatra, A.G.M. (Agril) Head Office, SBI, Bhubaneswar 

SriJ.S. Mohapatra, Chief Manager (Agriculture) Regional Bank Officer (SBI), Jajpur 


Apart from them many scientists and technical persons from CIFA, District Fisheries Office also 


attended the programme. 


About 100 farmers from nearby area attended the meeting. Arrangements were made for analysis 


of soil and water sample at free of cost for the farmers. 


The meeting was of grand success. 


Her aim in future are to: 


expand the nursery area up to 15.0 Ac., 
purchase a transport van for door delivery of the product, 
set up one stop Aquashop, and 


bringing more women to undertake this enterprise 


S.N. Sarkar, Senior Research Officer, Directorate of Fisheries, Cuttack. 


